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AMERICAN ARMOR AT ANZIO

PREFACE

This study of the employment of armor at Anzio is concerned

with the principles of the employment of armor in expanding a beach=-

head, in the static defense of the beachhead, and in the preparation

for the break-through and the break-throughe It is not intended to

anv Mmoo it ow
any one unat of

be either a historiecal account of
account of the operation but rather the portrayal of illustrative
examples of both typical missions and special missions assigned to
armored units and to elements of armored units to include the met-
hods employed in accomplishing the various missions and the mis-

takes made. The paper is intended to show the typical role of

armor, the roles that armor is capable of performing and to serve

as ¢ basis for conclusions as to whether or not armored units (as
distinguished from organic armor in the present Infantry Division)
were advantageously employed in appropriate roles in the Anzio

beachhead operation.




CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTICN
On 22 January 1944, at 0240, or 40 minutes after H Hour
the three platoons of Co A of the 75lst Tank Bn rolled from their
LCT's onto the beach at ANZIO. The three platoons, one attached
to each of the three Regiments of the 3 U.S. Div, moved inland

according to plean and the initial beachhead objectives were soon

-~ A
sccurcde The rem

by early afternoon. No tanks were lost and no personnel casulties
suffered by the 75lst on the first day. As darkness fell on D Day
there was no indication of the tremendous number of troops the
Germens would shortly mass against the Allied beachhead forces or
of the bitter battles that would be fought before they could hope
£o breskout of this beachhead area or even be assured that they
held a firm footing.

During the next few months tanks were to prove their
versatility. They were called on to act as artillery by firing
indirect firec missions. In the defense they served as pillboxecs
with the front line units for days at a time, Seldom were they
omployed in such a menner to achieve the maxium rosults of their
main capeabilities, shock action, fire power, and mobility.

The offensive in Italy had been characterized from the be-

ginning by slow advances against a determined enemy fighting a

delaying action over terrain well suitcd to defensc, During the

completed landing operations




early months of the campaign it became indteasingly clear that an
amphibious assault behind the enemy line would be the only alter-
native to fighting a long and costly frontal battle the length of
Italye

At the BARI Conference on 8 November 1943, General Alexander,
Commander of the Allied Armirs in Italy, issued Operation Instruc-
tion Number 31 outlining his pldn fbf a coordinated effort for a
breakthrough to ROMEe The third phase of these instructions con-
sisted of an amphibious operation south of ROME. This third phase
was entirely dependent upon the success of the first two phases,
i.0 the positions to be attained by the Eighth and the Fifth
Armies, The Eighth Army lounched the first phase on 26 November
1934, but were halted twentefive miles from their objective.
This date roprcsented a six-day delay due to adversc weather con=-
ditions. The second phase was launched on 1 December 1943, by
Fifth Army but by 10 Deccmber they werc still far from their ob-

jective. With the first two phases incomplete it was decided that

tho launching of thc third phase, Operation "SHINGLE", must be post-

poned.

Marshal Kessolring, Commander in Chief South, and the
Gormon High Commend had long considered the possibility of an
amphibious assault by the Allicd forces on oither a tacticnl or
strategical scale. In anticipation of this assault, orders were
issued in December 1943 by the German High Command to the Commander

in Chief West, to thc Commander in Chief Southeast, and to the




Commandér of the Replacement Army specifying the units that were
to be transferrcd to Italy in the e¢vent of a landings Marshal

Kesselring, through his recently ofganized Army Group C, issued

detailed orders to General von Vietinghoff, Commander 10th Army,
Gencral von Mackensen, Commander l4th Army, and to the Commanding
Generals of his independent Corps, specifying the trcops that
were to be despatched to an endangered area. To facilitate plann-
ing, five genernl areas had been selected because of the suitnble
landing points whithin these areass For security purposes these
areas were assigned code names, (sce map no. 1) With the oxccp-
tion of Case Richard, thc likely londing areas were all in the
1l4th Army gonce To prcpare and man the shore fortifications in
these four areas, General von Mackensen had for the most part
only battle weary troops., This situation came about through the

policy of Army Group C of shifting combat units from the soutﬁ-

ern fron to l4th Army in e¢xchange for comparatively fresh units,
This action was considercd neccssary because of the small number
of German troops in this area, Further, the situation on the
Russian front did not permit the transfer of ncw units to Italy
and at one timc the 1l4th Army was ordered to release onc [of its
Infantry Divisions for use on the Russian front. This action, of
course, further wcakoned the coastal defense in northern Italy,

In the 10th Army area no unit fit for combat could be spar-

ed from the front. Although both Army Group C and 10th Army real-

ized the necessity for maintaining trocps in the aree around ROME,



from December until the actual landing at ANZIO they were never
able to have much more than oneDivision in this aroa at a time.
The continual effort of the Germans to keep a strong force at

ROME seems to indicate that Marshal Kessolring held the same opin-

jicn that Prime Minister Winston Churchill voiced at the BARE Con=-

forence when he 8aid, "Whoever holds Rome Hclds the title deeds of

Italyae"

Through Intolligence sources the: Gormans bécame award that
a major Allied attack at the GARIGLIANO River would be launched.
However, this attack, when launched on 18 January, was so viclent
that before the attack was forty-eight hours old the Gormans had

committed all loeal rescrves plus the bulk of the Panzer Division

"Herman Goring". A breakthrough at this point was considercd by

Army Group C to b¢ as dangerous as an amphibious assault in the

vicinity of ROME, so, with the approval of the German High Command,
jt was dccided to counterattack this threat at the expense of de-
pleting the defensive forces west of ROME. Therefore, twc Panzer

Grenndier Divisions, minus small centingents left behind under the

command of the l& Parachute Corps, werc shifted from the ROME Area

to the southern friont. This Corps wos in a position to counter-
attack at the GARIGLIANO River when the first trocps went ashore
at ANZIO.

The availability of landing ships was one of the mest

important consideraticns to confrent the Fifth Army in planning




'. for Operati:sn "SHINGLE"., This consideration continucd to play
an important role throughout the entire oporaticne

veeoAs ngresd by the Combincd Chiefs of Staff at the Quebec
Conference in August 1943, sixty-eight of the ninety LST's
in the Mediterranean were scheduled to leave at once
(Nevember) for cther theaters to be used in future operations
in 1944+ General Eisenhower, however, secured permissicn
from the Combined Chiefs of Staff to retain the sixty-eight
LST's until 15 December in order not to jeoparardize the
Italian campaignl.,..

The landing ships were to be used initially to accelerate
the build-up of Allied troops in Italy, then to increase the Strat-
egic Air Force and finally for Operation "SHINGLE". Because of
the postponement of the original landing it again bacame necessary
to request purmission to retain the LST's till a later datees This
request was apprcved but only until 15 January. By 20 Deccmber,

. Fifth Army had not yet reached a pesition from which it could sup-
port the amphibious assaults It was atthis point that the crigi-
nally planned Operation "SHINGLE", depcndent upon the advance of
the Fifth Army, died and a new plan was bcrn. When it became
evident that Operation "SHINGLE was nc lcnger practicable a new
approach to this landing was suggestcd by General Mark W. Clark,
Commancing General of Fifth U.S. Army.

The new Opvration "SHINGLE was much larger than the dive-
isicnal operation originally plenned and further would be launch-
ed regardless of the position of the Fifth Army to the scuth.

This new plan wculd present additiomal problems in transportaticn

but, nt the TUNIS Conference cn 25 Decembor, arrangements werc made



to deley until 5 February 56 LST's scheduled to sail for England.
With 16 additicnal LST's withdrawn from the CORSICA run
there would now be a total of 90 LST's plus a number of landing
craft available for the assaults The VI Corps, under the command
of Major General John Pe Lucas, had been chosen for the operation,
and, after handing over its commitments tc the French Expeditionary
Corps, moved to MADDALONI on 3 January 1944, The planning steff
originally set up by Fifth Army had selccted beaches for the as~
sault in the vicinity of ANZIO. These beaches were still to be us=-
ed. This area was choscn principly because of the open terrain
suitable for maneuver and the grod lines of apprcach leading in-
land to the key LAZIALI hill masse Threc benches werc selected as
the suitable landing sites in the arca (sece map noe 2) One in the
port of ANZIO, the second five miles west of AN2IO (suitable for
assault craft up to LST(S)'s), and the third four miles to the east
suitable for LCA's and LOV(P)'s.
«+..The Major assault units were tc be the American 3rd
Division; veterans of landing et Fedhala and Licata, the
British 1 Divisicn from the Eighth Army, the 504th Parachute
Infantry, the 509th Parachute Infantry Bn, and three Ranger
bns. As December drew to a close, planning staffs from
these formations reported in and quickly bogan preparing
detailed plans tc meet the target date.®....

The 1 UeS. Armd Div, minus CCB, was nct to be used in the

initial londinge. The plans for Operaticn "SHINGLE" called for the

assault convoy to return tc NAPLES as scon as the initial assault

elements disembarked at ANZIO and to bring the 45 U.S. Div and

the 1 UeS» Armd Div to the beacheade The plan contemplated using




the 1 UsSe Armd Div either to strengthen the assault forces a-
gainst German counterattack, or to thrust ferward to cut the e¢nemy
lines of coummunicaticne 5 On 10 January, after being notified that
they were to participate in Operaticn "SHINGLE", the 1 UeS. Armd
Div, minus CCB, began plans for the oporatione. CCB was ongaged cn
the main Fifth Army front end was not used at ANZIO until several
months later,

The assault convoy was divided into two fcrces, task force
X-Ray transporting the Amcrican Force and Task Fecrec Pcter trans=-
porting British trcopse (see map nc, 2) The final decisicn te
lauch Operation "SHINGLE" was made on 20 Jnnuary by General Alex-

ander and at 0500 on 21 January the assault force set sail from
NAPLES.,

At 0005, 22 January, the assault convoy dropped anchor off
ANZIOe Under ideal weather conditicns the assault force, consist-
ing of some 50,000 United States and British trocops and more than
5,000 vehicles, bcgan to unlcade

On X-Ray beaches the landing was uneventfule The 3 U.S Div
landed threc regiments abrcast over X-Ray Red eand X-Ray Green beach=
os and pushed inland to their initial cbjectives. (sec map no. 2)
Before daylight they had gotten ashore all of their organic artil-
lery, the 441st AAA Vipns Bn, and a large portion o the 75lst Tank
Bn. The Ranger Force landed on X-Ray Yellow and scized the Port
of ANZIO, On Peter beaches the British experienced some diffi-

culty due to an off-shore bar that made it impcssible to bring the



boats nmearer tc the beach than 300 fect. Also, these beaches were
lightly mined which further slowed the landing of troops and vohi-
cless By midday; howovery asll elements ashore had become firmly
established on their initial objectives.,

"German air reconnaissance had failed. Neither the embar-
kation of invasion fcreces nor their approach was observed," & Al-
though our first wave hit the beach promptly at H Hour, 0200, it

was not until abcut 0500 that Headquarters Army Group C received

the first report of the landinge No other headquarters was in the

ROME area at this time, which left Army Group C no alternative but

to assume control locally and c-unter this major threat. At 0600
the mechanics of Case Richard werc set intc motiones This action
was to start movement of troops from France, Yugoslavia, and Germany
toward the beachhead. 14th Army received orders at 0730 from Army
Group C to put their phase of Case Richard into operatione. The
three Divisions concerned left for ROME on the evening of 22 and
during 23 Januarys Since it was known that tanks had been landed,
it was considered important to release anti-tank forces and artil-
lery for employment at ANZIO.

eseoht 0830 Army Group ordered Headquarters Tenth Army to

transfer the Headquarters of lst Parachute Corps and all

combat troops that could be spared the beachhead as

quickly as pcssiblee eese

At 1700 lst Parachute Corps was assigned command of “he threatened

sectore On the evening of the 22nd, Army Group €, decided to dis=~

continue the counterattack at the GARIGLIANO River, “hus making



available more troops for commitment against the beachhead.
By the ond of the first day,‘Germah'intelligonce had pieced
together a fairly accurate picturc of the situaticne Through sige
nal intelligcnce and prisoncr of war statements most of the units
on the beacﬁ wefe indentifieds A copy of the Allied 1anding plan
had alsc fallen into enemy hands early in the operatiocns The
Germon High Commend had assumed that the first wave wculd attempt
to seize the ALBANESE Mountains and then move northeast with the
main objective being Mount LEPINI, To have accemplished this
nction, the Allies would have had to put a ccmmand several times
the size of VI Corps ashore at ANZIO,
22, 23, and 24 January were spent by the Allles in conscli-
dating their positicn and by the Germans in improving their cefenses.
' By 24 January, thc German defenses were well prepared anc it was
believed by the enemy that a break through of these defenses wculd
be very unlikely.

.+ssTolephone calls between Ficld Marshal Kesselring and the
Commanding General, Tonth Army in the evening of 23 January,

clearly indicated that the Army Group Commander believed
that the danger of a larger scale expansion of the beachhead
was no longer imminent.s....

Major Gencral Lucas' missi:n was "gc seize ancd secure a
beachhead in the vicinity of ANZIO," and then tc¢ "Advance on
COLLI LAZIALLE." 1In carrying out the first of his missiocn, Gen-
eral Lucas decicded tc consolidate an area of appr. <imately seven

miles in depth and fifteen milcs in width ANZIO at the hub. This

was considered to be the maximum area that could te held by the




limitcad forces available to VI Corps at this time.,

Due to this decision and the fact that there werc few en-
omy troops in the arca to oppose our forces, the action during
this period was very limited. On the afternocon of 23 January the
third platoon Co A, 75lst Tenk Bn supported an attack by one
battalion of the 15 Inf Regt and killed about fifteen enemy in=-
fantrymen with machine gun and cannon fire.7 On the morning of
24 January the third platcon of Co C, while supporting the ate
tack of the 504th Prcht Regt, captured four enemy soldiers and
estimated that more than £ifty onomy had been killede® Practie
cally all of the tanks of the 75lst Tank Bn had seen combat dur=-
ing thesc first fcw days and had accounted for themselves in a
grand mannere. However, the part that Armor had played in this
initial stage of the operation was comparatively insignificante

With the beachhcad secure, VI Corps began preparations
to complete the fulfillment of their missi'n by advancing on COLLI
LAZIOLI. Two intermediate objectives, CANPOLIONE an@ CISTERNA,
wore chosen to be used as pivots for the main attack, The Bri=-
tish 1 Division was assigned to capturc the first of thesc obe-
joctives while the 3 UsS, Div was assigned the latters In the
attack on CISTERNA the 3 U.S. Div was supported by the 75lst Tank
Bne Prior to the ANZIO landing this battalion and *he 3 UeS. Div
had carried on an intensive training program in th. area around
NAPLES. This trainin; had emphasized tankeinfanby teamwork and

the days that followed proved the value of this type of traininge
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ifter three days fighting the 3 UiSH biv ﬂad made pen-
etrations cof from oﬁe fo two miles along its.ffoht but were still
threc miles frem théi¥ ébjectivej Thib attack had failed because
of the rapid bBuildsup and clever debioymehﬁ of forces by the enemy,
The Germans had fortified themselves in farmhouses aiong %ﬁe foad;
These farmhouses were constructed of stone and when defended by
woll trained men were a formidable obstacles
+eesThese strongpoints had excellent fields of fire over the
gently rolling fields and were supported by roving tanks
an¢ self prcopelled guns. They had to be knocked out one
by one by our armor and artillery before we could advancee”....
The 3 UsSe Div and its attached Tank Bn had beccme famil-
iar with this type of defense while fighting with Fifth Army be-
fore the ANZIO Operation. The experience gained during that time
plus their training period was of great assistance in ocvercoming
thesc obstacles,
The British 1 Div also failed to reach its assigned objec-

tive but dicd succeed in capturing THE FACTORY after a bitter fight

against units of the 29th Panzer Grenadier Regimente. THE FACTORY

was a small village dominating the road net in the beachhead areas
The onemy counterattacked this position the next mornign but were
driven off in the afterncon leaving behind fcur burning tanks, one
self propelled gun anc quite a few priscners. By whe 28th, the
British troops nad gained an additional one and or: half miles mak-
ing approximately four miles gained during this four day periode

By 28 January, the 1 UeS. Armd Div, (minus CCB) and the

11




45 UsSe Div had arrived at ANZIO, "With 68,886 men, 508 guns, and

237 tanks ashcre backed by the lafge credit in stcre on the beach-
nlU

head, VI‘Corps was now pfepared on 29 January to launch its attack.

General Lucas' originaiiy planned attack for COLLI LAZIOLI hacd
been postpopéd ane day to éllow for final preparations and now, on
30 January, everything was ready. The 3 U.S;'Div was again to ate
tack for CISTERNA, and the 1 UsSe Armd Div was tc attack up the
ALBANO Road and seize the high ground to the left of the British

1 Div. All_of these attacks failed. The most forward element of
the 3 Ues Se Div had, after three days fighting, reachec a point
less tﬁan a mile frcem its objective. The rusistance encountered
had been much stronger than anticipatecd. During this battle the
lst and the 3rd Rangers were lost with only six men making their
way back to our lines, They had infiltrated the enemy lines in an
attempt to seize CISTERNA by surprise, This small force was elim=-
inated by the Germans by the afternoon of the 30th,

The British, in their sector, had succeedsc in advancing
two miles but had nct, by the end of the first day, reached the
emeny cefenses at CAMPOLEONE. The plan of attack was changed
the second day because of difficulties encountered by the 1 Ul.S
Armd Dive The difficulties werc due mainly to terrain, not to thoe
€ncmye. Because of the mud and strean gullies the armor of thc dive
ision had lost its mobilitye The terrain had succcoded where sever-

al civisi-ns of enemy trccps might have failed, The change in plan




called for the British 1 Div to seize OSTERIACCIA crossroacs,
1000 yards above CAMPOLEOKNE. %ﬁtﬁafhis strongpoint secure, a
tank column of the 1 UeSe Armd Diviwas to pass through and at-
tack toward COLLI LAZIOLI alohg the ALBANO Road. This chahge
was never put into effect, however, because of ocur failure to
capture CLMPOLEONE. The 1 UsS. Armd Div on the left continued
to attack with its armored infantry but were halted by heavy
encmy fire

«v. it 1800, on 25 January, the Fourteenth Army took over

the command in the Cicina sector, scuth of Livornc-Terracina.

4t this time the following German Troops were employed in the
area of Rome.

Sector North of the Tiber River-Tarquinia
. Elcmeénts of the 90th Panzer Grenacier
Division and the 7lst Infantry Division.

Soctor south of the Tiber River-Terracina
Headquarters 1 Parachute Corps; numerous
GHQ troops, and, elements of the 4th Parachute
Division, 3¢ Panzer Grenadier Division, Panzer
Division "Hermen Goring", 16th SS Panzer Grona-
dier Divisicn, 29th Panger Grenadler Division,
26th Panzer Grenadisr Division, 90th Panzer
Grenadier Division, lst Parachute Division, and
356th Infantry Division, and 15th Panzer Grenadier
Division.

v..sAll these units were employed in the cefense line on the
' beachhead with the exception of elements of the 4th Parachute
Divisi.n and the 29th Panzer Grenacdicr Division. Thesc ex=
copted units were employed along the coast cn both sides
of the beachhead. Moving towards ANZIO were ihe following
German Divisions: 26th Infantry Division, (le.s cne
Grenadier regiment, and one artillery battalict,) from
Genocai 1l4th Light Infantry Division (Jager 2vision) from
the Balkans; two regiments of the 362d Infantry Division
from the coastal sector Rimini, and 715 th Infantry
Division from scuthecrn Francc.1
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Fourteenth Army had been given command of the German

force in the CICINA sector for one paramount reasonsfto destroy
the Allies' beachheads . It was originally thought that sufficient
troops would be available by 28 January for a coordinated attack
agninst the Allied line but because of a shortage in both troops
and ammunition this date was changed to 1 February. During the
VI Corps attack of 30 - 31 January and 1 February all available
German units had been pulled into the battle either as defense

or in a counterattacking roles On 1 February after VI Corps

had discontinued its attack the Germans immediately began to
reorganize for the major counteroffensive which they would launch
on the night of 3 - 4 February,

During this period! and until the German attack of 16
February was finally stopped, the beachhead forces were slightly
inforior in number of troops tc the Axis forces facing them but
werc suporior in numbers cf tanks by more than twe tc one, Gen=-

eral Lucas® VI Corps alsc had morc artillery than the Germanse

Consegquently, a large part of the logisticnl problem consisted

of artillery ammuniticn which was onc of the heaviest item to
transport and the most difficult te store and stockpile on the
beachhends No part of the beachhead was free from cnemy shell-
fire. The German aircraft that managed to penetra’s. our air
cover concentrated on shipping in the port and on cupply dumps.

However, the unloading of supplics anc troops progressed favorably




during the first weck. On cnly twe days during this first week

was the weather such as to prevent unloading ships. By 1 Febru-
ary all units of the 1 UeSs Armd Div present on the boachhead
had becn withdrawn from the lines and placed in Corps resorve.
The next few cdays were spent by this unit in maintenance aond in
preparing, along with the rest of the Corps, for the German at-

tack that was certain to comee.
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CHAPTER II
THE BEACHHEAD DEFLNSE AND THE FALL OF TEE FACTORY
Hitler had ordered the abscess below ROME to be removed what~

ever the cost and General Mackensen's Fourteenth Army was preparing for

1

the decisive stroke.
This was the situation that faced the allies after their futile
attempts on the 3lst of January and the lst of February to take CISTERNA
and COLLI LAZIALI along the ALBANO ROAD.?2 Tt was obvious that they were
facing a strong eremy who was rapidly preparing for an all out offensive.
The initiative in the fighting at ANZIO pasced to the enemy
when on 3 February, Fifth Army issued verbal orders to all units to
assumo the defenscs® Thie order was confirmed on 7 February by Oper-
ation Instruction Noe 15. (see table 1) From Operations Instruction
#15 we can see that though the Allies were preparing to slug it out
toe to toe, thcir plans and thoughts wore still on the offensive,
The enemys plans for carrying out Hitler's orders fell into
three phascse. The first of these to attack and pinch out the British
salicnt up the ALBANO ROAD and to capture the strategic "FACTCRY"
areas The seccnd, an all out attempt to break through to the sca a-
long the axis of the ALBANO ROAD, and the third to atteck from
CISTERNA with the objective of the MUSSOLINE CAIIAL and tae sea. To
accomplish those three phases the l4th Army was reorganized. Enemy un

units were to form combat groups Peiffer X, Graeser, and Kcnrade Group

Graeser was to spear-head the attack against the beachhead line.4

(See M&p No. 3)-

To support thesc groups enemy artillery was concentrated in

16




tremcndous numbers., In comparison with other theatres of war the quali-
ty  ond quantity of artillery picces far excceded any other action in
German warfarc,

TLBLE NO. 1

Oporation Instruction Hendquarters 5th Army
Numbcer 16 APO 464, US Army
7 February 1944

1., Prior to resuming thc offensive 5th Army on ANZIO front 1 MP roves
jts present beachhead defense and conducts offensive probing of enemy
positionse

2o Corps wills

0. Utilize every opportunity to improve its position and inflict
maximun losscs on the encmye

b. Conduct full roconnnissonce to preserve positions and prepare
seme insofar as possible with troops available, Special
attontion will be given to counterattack avenues of approache

c. Develop thc lateral rond of communications within the bridge-
head to connect the ANZIO CISTERNA and ANZIO CARPOLECNA
roads ond thereby facilitate movement of artillery, tanks,
ond reserve in attack or defensc.

d. Aifter detailed reconnaissance and study of enemy dispositions
prepare plans for the carlicst possible thrust in maximum
strength on cithcr VELLETRE or ALBANC.

3. To conscrve personnel znd allow for mobile reserves, moximum useé
will be mad of mines, wirc, and automatic weupons sitcd in depthe.

4, Plans proparcd will be submitted to this Hoadquarters as early as
practicablue

OFFICIAL CLARK
lst Bran Commandgin
G=3

The eremy at ANZIO had undor their command nn, roximately 370
artillery pieces whose organization, calibre and numbe:'s arc as shown
in table #2.
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TABLE NO. 2
ENEMY ARTILIERY

Division Aftillery

Panzer Affillery Regimentss 93rd and Herman Goering,
Artillery Regiments 3, 29, 162, 165, 362, 661, 671,

1 battery (105 howitzer) S8 16
2 batteries (105 howitzer) of Grenadier Regt. 1027 and 1028,

GHQ Artillery Number Calibre
Artillery School Regiment &) 210~-mm mortars
450 Artillery Battalion 12 150«mm med. howitzer
451 Artillery Battalion 8 150-mm " "

4 100=mm med. guns

677 Artillery Battalion 8 Italian  1CO0-mm " "
677 Artillery Battalion 6 170=-mm guns
763 Artillery Battalion 6 170-mm guns
764 Artillery Battalion 6 170-rm guns
998 Artillery Battalion 3 French 220-mm guns
Battery Erhardt 2 French 240-mm rr guns
Battery 712 1 K5 280-mm rr gun
Battery 725 1 K5 280=mm rr gun

In addition to that shown on table no. 2 the enemy had the

Sth Mortar Brigade with the 56th and 71lst Regts which had thirty-

six 150=mm mortars, eighteen 210-mm, and eight self propelled mount

150~-rim mortars. The 56th Rocket Projectors had 41 guns, thirty-

five of them 150=mm and six 210-mme A glance at these figures and
it becomes quite obvious that the Germans were not lacking in artile
ery.

Artillery General Walther Kuhn stated that despite these
numbers and the excellent observation they had over the allied land-
ing areas, troop movements, and groupings, the German artillery was
wable to attain superiority of fire. His explenation for this

failure was primarily the unchallenged control of the air that the



Allied forces possessed, plus the previously unheard of concentra=
tions of smoke that the artillery laid in front of their lines at
the slightest provocatiqns thus blinding observation posts and
neutralizing artillery.

He also stated that in the initial phases of the German off=
ensive artillery ammunition was plentiful; however, with the increas-
ed bombing of their supply routes it was forever on the wane . °

In order to comply with the verbal order from 5th Army to de-
fend, the Allied VI Corps on the morning of the 4th of February issued
written orders outlining the Corps plans of defense for the beach-
heade The defense was to consist of three main lines (see map no. 4)
The initial line, the intermediate line, and the final beachhead line,
The plans of VI Corps were to hold what it had gained falling back to
the beachhead line only as a last resort,

To organize the defense the left flank of the beachhead was to

be held by elements of the 45 UeSe Dive The critical central sector
along the ALBANO ROAD by the British lst Divisione The area west of

CARANO to the MUSSOLINI CANAL by the 3 U.S. Dive. From the Canal to

“an area Jjust north of SESSANO by the 504 Prcht Regt and from there to

the sea by the lst Special Service Force.

The 1 UeS Armd Div located in the PADIGLIONE wcods plus two
regiments of the 45 U.S Div were to constitute VI Corps Reserve. The
role of the 1 U.Se Armd Div was to counterattack in any direction on
Corps ordere. In addition it was to prepare but not occupy two posi-
tions along the eriginal beachhead line behind the British lst Div-

ision.6
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' To support the deferse the Allics had a preponderance of
artillery, (see tagle noe 3)e These quantities, were continually
augmented-by additional artillary throughout the campaign.

TABLE }0. 3

ALLIED ARTILLERY

ey

Division Artilig}y ~ Number Calibre

3rd Infantry 36 105~mm howitzers
12 155=mm "
45th Infantry 36 105~mm "
12 155=mm "
lst British Inf. 42 25 pounders
81 Anti-Tank Regt. 36 6 "
12 17 "
80 Medium Regt R.A. 16 4.5 "
78 Field Regt 24 245 "
24 Field Regt 24 105=mm SP
376 Parachute FA Bn. 12 75~mm howitzers
456 Parachute FA Bn 8 75=mm "
1lst Armored Division
27th FA Bn. 12 105=-mm
91th FA Bn. 12 105«mm

Corps Artillery

976th FA Bn 155-mm
977th FA Bn 155~mm
lst Bn. 36th FA 155=-mm
lst Bn. 77th FA 155-mm
£9th Armored FA Bn 105 mm howitizer

Naval Support

10 Destroyers 60 6 inch
3 Cruisers 4 8 & 10 inch
other naval support as available.

The German divisions who sat ;lowering down on the little
patch of Allied ground at ANZIO with only one thought, "Back
to the sea" were in for a stiff battle and a great disappoint-
ment o

After looking at the strength and organization of both the

’ Allies and the Germans it would now be only appropriate to consider

the terrain over which the historic battle of ANZIO was to be fought.




The ANZIO NETTUNO region swings in a wide circle from rocky

Cope CIRECEO past the PONTINE MARSHES which is cut in a straight line
by the VIA APPIA no. 7y From here it extends to the southern slope of
the ALBANO HILLS, again reaching the coast, together with the STONE
PINE woods of PRATICA di MARE, just south of ROME. Thus the circle ex-
tended approximately 25 miles in width and averaged 8 miles in depth.

ANZIO is connected by road with VIA APPIA 7 by GENZANO, with
CAPE CIRECEO and SABANDIA via LITTORIA, CISTERNA via NETTUNO and LE
FERRIERE by a good broad straight asphalt highway and with TERRACINA
by a smooth coastal roads

The wide plain of the marsh is as level as a table while the
ground west of ASTURA BROCK, the actual battle area of the beachhead,
is a short, wavy, washboard pattern, rich in ravines and partially
covered with brushe. Spurs from the rugred meuntain range t¢ the north
jutted out at CISTERNA and CARROCETO thus providing the GERMANS with
exccllent ground observation toward the coast wznd over the entire
battle arcae

Most of the beachhead area is part of the huge reclamation and
resettlement projoct of the Fascist regime. This low swampy bog land
had becen converted into an area of cultivated ficlds carefully draine
ed and irrigated by canals and pumping stations. The Germens had flood-
ed this area during the winter or 1943--1944 to lessen the danger of
allied landings. The area just north of the cities of ANZIC and
NETTURNO had scrub timber, bogs, and grazing land that had not been
touched by the reclamation projects

The cntire beachheald ané defensec area was spotted at frequent

intervals along the paved and gravel roads with two story farmhousocse




The terrain in the beachhead area had its full effect on the

use of US armor. That which was applicable to German Armor was equally
applicable to US armor. After futile attempts to use armor in its in-
tended role ond the consequential failures, the mission assigned to
General Harmon and the 1 UsS Armd Div was that of being a mobile, fast
moving, defense unite The armor and self propelled Artillery was to
back up the Infantry Divisions in any and all sectors on calle Tanks
were loaned to any wnit in trouble and were immobile for weeks at a
time (see plates 1, 2, & 3)

From the day of their arrival at the beachhead, elements of the
1 UaS. Armd Div continued their reconnaissance of the area but their
findings were always the sames "Cross country movement was impossible
and only primary and some sccondary roads would support tank operation,
The tank had met its primary obstacle=='Terrain'.

In conjuction with thce Allied decision and order to defend, the
enemy on the night of 3-4 Fobruary began his ANZIO offensive. It wans to

go down in history as one of the most famnous sieges of the war,

The allicd attack of 30 January - 1 February up the ALBANO ROLD
had left a decp penetration in the enemy lineo, (sece map no, 4) The
olimination of this penetration and the pinching off of the British lst
Division was phase one of the enemy's three phasés in tiz destruction of
the allied beachheads The enemy opencd his attack at 2300 with an
artillery concentration followed by infiltration of infantry into both
flonks of th. CAMPOLEONE salient. By dawn it was clear he was attempt-
ing to pinch off the salicnt at its shoulders,

The enomy utilized small numbers of taonks in this attack -
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including Mark VI Tigorss- The situation becamc critical for the allies
as it appearcd that the enemy would be successful in his 1lst phase,
However the fire of Companies C and B of the 894th T.D. Bn was taking
its tool of enemy armor having accounted for four Mark VI, one Mark IV,
and gn onti-tank gun which the crew was manhondling into positions At
1600 when the strength of the enemy attack secmed weakening a counter
attack supported by tanks was 1aunched; After hours of bitter fight-
ing, thc enemy was forced to fall back after suffering severe losses
and the original battle linc was restoreds General Lucas, however, de=
cided the troops in the salient were in dangcr'of being cut off by a
second enemy attacks He, therefore, ordercd them to withdraw to an area
Jjust north of the Factory which offered better defenscs;9

The enemy had achieved his first objective of wiping out the
CAMPOLLONE salient but he had suffered heavily and paid a high price;
From the 4th to the 6th of February the enemy occupied himself by con=
solidating his goains and preparing for the second phase of the ANZIO
battles Their attack started at 2100 7 February with a heavy artillery

concentration on both flanks of the British lst Divisione The enemy

Group Graeser using the tactics of rapid infiltration which had proved

S0 successful in previous fighting led in the battle for the FACTORY
and CARROCETO,

The attack was launched simultaneously cast and west of the
ALBANO ROADs After difficult and costly fighting one small group of
the cnemy got as far as the roar of the FACTORY where the 894th TD Bn
had 3 tanks.' One of these, commandcd by Lte Bernard Schaeffer, moved

into position to firo on a housc occupied by the enemys Lte Schaeffer
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killed 40 with his 50 cals machine gun whilc he blasted the building

with his 90emrme The recmainder of the group; 30 in all, surrendered.
At dawn on the 8th Allics still held the FACTORY and the eastswest road
leading into ite However, they had lost the BUCHRIPOSE RIDGE and a
counterattack was launched by the infantry subported by tanks and a pla-
~toon ‘of Co C, 894th TD Bn. to retake this arca. After bitter fight-
ing and only partial success in its counterattack the Allies dug in and
held what little they had regained. On the early morning of the 9th
the onemy resumed hls attack to take the FACTORY and CARROCETOs The
little ground that had becen regained in the counterattack was soon lost
and in the FACTORY area enemy units were penetrating to its rears By
early afternoon the enemy controlled both the FACTCRY and the lateral
road leading into it.lo

To support thc British lst Division against vnemy penetrations
the 1 UsS. Armd Div was callcd one It employed two companjies -of mode-
ium and two companies of lipht tanks in its counterattacks. At 0900 on
9th of February the lst Bn of the 1 Armd Regt moved up for an attack on
the BUONRIPOSE RIDGEe With its light tanks, Co A moved up the ALBANO
ROAD and turned west after passing the first wmderpasss Once it had
left the highway it had slow progress and at 1145 it was only 2000
yards north of the overpasss At noon Co B was ordered to attack the
left side of the ridge, After passing through the main line it encount-
eded a hasty minc ficld and two tanks were lost, The company attempted
to go arownd the mine field but as soon as the tanks left the little
dirt road they sank dcep in the mude 1In this attempt 5 tanks were lost.

Accurate Anti-tank firc finally forced the company to withdraw with a
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total loss of 7 tanks. Also, at noon, the 3¢ Bn of the 1 Armd Rest was
ordered to scnd one company of medium tanks up the ALBLANO ROLD to the
FACTORY and a sccond compony to the right of the FACTORYe Co H went up
the main road and beyond the FACTORY where it was stopped by a mine
ficlds It concentrated its fire on the FACTORY and succeeded in knock=
ing out three tanks and two anti-tunk guns beforc its withdrawal late in
the afternoones East of the FACTCORY Co I had followed the road from
PADIGLIONE northwest but fcund itself completely road-bound and under
heavy anti-tonk firce It wns thus forccd to withdrowe

Battle Group Gracser had achicved 1ts main objective by the

capturc of thc FACTORYe However there still romained CARROCETO only
500 yards awaye On the night of 10 Fecbruary the cnomy struck from the
FACTORY with 15 tanks and o battalion of Infantry, Tank Destroyers of
Co B 894th TD Bn and artillery firc broke up the armored attack and the
infantry wore driven off,

The Allics were not content with the FACTORY in the hands of
the enemy ond at 0630 on the 1llth a counter-attack to regain this area
had bogune Two companics of the 191st Tank Bn supported by a battalion
of infantry werc to make the attacke Onc company was to attack through
the overpass at CARROCETO and strike tho FACTORY from the west, and the
other company tco move up the road just east of the FACTORY and strike
from the southcﬁst. Co A of the 191st took the ALBANO ROADe The first
tank through the under-pass was knocked out by a direct hit from antie-
fire and thc sscond tank was destroyed only a foew hundred yards up the
roads After shelling the southwest corner of the FACTORY Co 4 withdrew

at 0830 undor o hcavy smoke scroens Co B moved to the road junction
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southenst of the FACTORY and pounded shells into the buildings until
forced to withdraw for ammunition. However, one tank was left to direct
the fire of the 27th Armd FA Bn which was supporting the attacke At
1030 Co 4L sent 6 tanks to the underpass to continue shelling the FACTORY
but they were again driven back By atcubate anti-tank fi?ei
At 1300 both Tank Companiés and the Infantry resumed their at-
tacke Tho shelling was beginning to take offect and enemy self-pro-
pelled guns and tanks were forced to withdraws Co A of the 179 Inf Regt
fought its way up to the buildings on thc southwest corner of tho FACTORY.
Bitter hand to hand fighting rcsulted but, being outnumbered, our infan-
try had to fall backe By nightfall the counterattack was repulscd and
the enemy still held the FACTORYe The following morning at C200 the
counterattack was again rcsumed by Companies B, C, and I of the 19lst
Tank Bn. (sec map noe 5).
Co B attacked from the south, C from the southwest, and I
paralloled the advonce further to the easts Co C moved up as far as
tho FACTORY and therc it was stopped by a hasty mine ficld that the
enemy had laid during the night, One tank was lost and the others
found cover behind farm buildings end supported the infantry by shell-
ing the FACTORY and directing the artillcry fire. By 0430 the in-
fontry had penctrated the FACTORY areas Two hours later an cnemy count-
erattack forced them to withdraws, In two days fighting the 19lst Tank
Bn had lost 7 tanks totally destroyed and scveral damagod.lz
Terrain throughout the ANZIO arca provented the full utilizatim
of thc tank in its characteristic role. Piccemcal commitiment causcd

by the fact that tanks had to be fought on roads, was the normal rather
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than the cxceptione

On the night o 12 February the infantry was pulled back a few
hundrcd yards to pormit the bombing of CARROCETOe. This 12 February
marked the end of another phase in the battlc by the Allies to hold
INZIOs The cnemy had achieved his initial objective of wiping out tho
CAMPOLEONE saliont and capturing the FACTORY and CARROCETOe He had won

tho 1st phasc of thc battlc but the allies were far from defcatede
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CHAP&ER I1I
THE MAJOR GERMAN CFFENSIVE  (16==20 February)

After the successful encmy drive which eliminated the CAMPOLONE
salicnt, General Lucas, cormmanding the Allied VI Corps, made changes in
the disposition of his units to mect the expected rosumption of the en-
emy's offensives The defonses of the front line units were strengthened
byattachment of armored units and tonk destroyer wnits. The west flank,

protected by the MOLLETA RIVER, was held, by the 36th Eng Regte. The
right flank dug in behind the protection of the MUSSOLINI CANALL and the
PONTINE MARSHES was hecld by the 1lst Special Service Force supported by
Co D, 8lst Ren Bn. Opposite CISTERNA the 75lst Tank Bn, and Co D, 191st
Tank Bn supported the 3 UeSy Dive The 45 UsS. Div, supported by the
191st Tank Bn (minus Co D), held the vital sector astride the ALBANO
ROAD south of the FACTCRYe To the left of the 45 U.S, Div, the British
56th Division was supported by the 46th Royal Tankse (scc Map Nos 6)
The mission of the tank units supporting the infantry in the line was
to act in the role of anti-tonk defense. In reserve General Lucas
placed the 1 U.S. Armd Div (minus CCB) with the mission of countere
attacking or blocking any enemy ponetratione The badly battered British
1st Division and 168th Brigade (from the British 56th Division) were
also placed in reserve, During the comparatively quiet poriod of 12«16
February, the Allicd VI Corps dug in and continued to improve positions
while waiting for thc enemy to follow up his gains and launch an all-
out drive to the sea,

The capture of tho FACTORY, CARROCETO, and BUGKRIPOSO RIDGE

Gormans kcy positions from which to launch their all-out drive to
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eliminate the Allied boachheads The roads leading south and southeast
could be used by taﬁks, There were no natural obstacles to hinder the
advance to ANZIO. If the enemy could cross the three miles of open
country between the FACTORY arca and the final beachhead defenso line
ho could employ his favorite tacties by infiltrating through the
PLDIGLIQME WOODS this wooded area stretchod to the south from the final
beachhead line almest to ANZIOe. Heavy traffic from the ROME area to
the beachhead, regrouping ofNOnemy forces, and the forward movement of
field artillery indicatod that the enemy would lawnch his main effort
down the ALBANO ROADs At tho same time he would launch diversionary
attacks along the whole ANZIO fronte

The enemy's tacticnl schome was to break the main Allied do-
fense line by massed infentry attacks supported by tanks, ond then to
follow through with an armorcd reserve. To carry out this plan the

German Fourteenth Arny planned to launch its main cffort astride the

ALBANO ROAD on a four mile front pierce the Allicd defense line, cone
tinuc the drive on to ANZIO, then destroy the scparated parts of the

Allied VI Corpss The assault was to be made by I Parachutc Corps to

the woest of the ALBANO ROAD, and IXXVI Panzor Corps to the caste Six

divisions werc to bo in the first assault wave-~the 4th Parachute

(eloments only) and the 65th Inf Divs wnder I Preht Corps, and the

and the 3rd Panzer Grenadior, 114th Light Inf, 715th Inf, and Hermann

Goering Panzer (elements only) Divisioné under LXXVI Panzer Corpss

Tho 26th Panzor and thc 29th Panzer Grenadier Divisions, plus two

battalions of Panthcr and Tiger tanks, were to be held in reserve, and

thrown into the battlo as soon as the first assault wave had pierced

30




the main Allied defensee The great bulk of the forces under Fourteenth

Army were massed around the beachheade On 12 February the enemy had

at least 120,000 troops, of which 70,000 were combat troopse To deceive
the Allies, the Germans assembled their armored reserve behind CISTERNA
on the 3 U,S Div front, cnd planned to move it at the latest possible
moment to the rear of the initial assault forceselt
The Gorman commander, General Mackensen, doubted that his forces
could eliminate the ANZIO BEACHHEiDe However, the Gorman High Command
was optimistic and Hitler gave his personal approvals The preliminary
order of 9 February intended that the attack be launched at H hour on
15 Februarye On 13 February the timc for the attack was changed to
0630, 16 Februarys
General Harmonts 1 U.S Armd Div was assembled in VI Corps

Rcservee (see Map No. 6). In this defensive phase, Gencral Harmon's
tanks and armored infantry were to act as o mobile reserve, prepared

to block or counterattack any encmy penotration. Plans and preparations
for carrying out this possible mission were madc and improved upon
throughout the month of Februarye Earlier in the month of February the
division roconnoitered the terrain and roads through the beachhead for
possible routes and assembly arcas for counterattacking in any direc-
tions On 3 February CG VI Corps gave thc division the mission of pre=-
paring, but not occupying, defensive positions, along the original
beachhead linc, On 4 February, CG VI Corps issued FO 21, placing the
Division back in reserve prepared to counterattack North, Northeast or
East on Corps order. On the basis of these orders and additional oral
instructions, 6 Armd Inf Rcgt and 16th Eng Bn dug trenches and = -~

N . " .
.o BT . . .

31




emplacements and laid wire ond anti-tank mines for a defensive scetor
consisting of three battalions an the MLR agd two battalions on the
RRLe At 1300 hours 6 February, after completing the rudiments of the
positions, the Division ceased work on them by order of CG VI Corps,
and the British lst Division assumod recponsibility for completing the
positionse

As part of the Division's reserve and countorattack mission,

Co C, 8lst Ren Bn, plus one platoon from Co D, 8lst Rens Bn., were

given the mission of patrolling the Corps West coastal flank, General
Harmon belioved the probability of enemy armored action in great stength
either down the COAST ROAD or the ALBANO ROAD to be very stronge In
order that the Division should have the earliest possible warning of
such an attack, Co 8lst Ren Bn established, on 5 February, liaison
groups with direct radio communication at the C.P's of front line
battalionss On 9 February, the 8lst Ren Bn established daylight OPs

and night LPs along theo front,

During the comparatively quict poriod of 1l=16 February, dircct
fire positions for one battalion of medium tanks and two companies of
tank dostroyers werc establisheds Indirect fire positions for the Div-
ision Artillery, 701 TD Bn and one battalion 1 Armd Regt were selected
within the original beachhead. These positions were selected to cover
each of the four approachcss

l. 4 long the WEST COAST ROALD.
2e¢ " Down the ALBAIIO ROAD.
3¢ Down the CISTERNA ROLD

4o Wost across the MUSSOLINNI C..NALe




The men of the Division actually prepared direct fife positions along
the WEST COAST ROAD and the ALBANO ROADe Plans were completed for
moving to the position selected in case an attack should develop from
any one of the four directions,

The Division Artillery (-68th FA Bn, still on the Southern
Italian Front) at times supported by tonk destroyers and medium tanks
of the Division in indirect fire missions, was constantly in support
of the VI Corps Troops.2

After the failure of the attack to retake the FACTORY by the
45 UeS. Div on the 11=12 February, the companies of the 191lst Tank Bn
were located as followss (see Mop Noe 6)

Co C was approximately 600 yards south of the enemy-held
FACTORY. The tanks of thc Company were located behind or inside of
buildings or under any other cover available.

Co A was in position along the Lateral Road.

Co B with secven tanks, moved into the CASTLE area at PADIGLIOKE.
Three tanks remained in the vicinity of the CASTLE, and.four moved in-
to positions near the road junction north of PADIGLICNE.

The Assault Gun Platoon moved from LE FERRIERE into position
in the wooded area just off the DEAD=-gND ROAD.

On 13 February, Lt. Col. Perkins, Commonding 19lst Tenk Bn was

evacuated to the hospital area bocause of illness, and Major Asbury

We Loe III from the 1 UeS. Armd Div assumed commande At 122300 Feb.
Co A relieved Co C in the forward positionse Co C occupied the posi=-
tion vaocated by Co Al

The 751st Tank Bn (plus Co D, 191st Tank Bn), commanded by




Lt. Cols Louis A. Hammack, was in support of the 3 UeS. Dive In

order to satisfy the requests of all infantry units for tank support,

the companies of the battalion were attached to infantry regiments
and the platoons of the companies supported the battalions of the
regiments.4 Co D, 191st Tank Bn had been attached to the 75lst on

9 February ond placed in 3 UéS. Div reserve in the vicinity of CONCA.
Per VOCG, 3 UsSe Div, the battalion posted one tank each at bridges

6,.8, 9, 12 and 13 to act as bridge guard.

THE FIRST DAY, 16 FEBRU/RY

During the night of 15-16 February tho Allied troops in the for-
ward positions, unaccustomed to and disliking the defensive role foroed
on them, listcned for the sound of ficld artillery and vebelwerfer fire
which would herald the expected attacke There was little activitvy
with few hostile shells coming ine Before dawn the foe gave no in-
dications of the impending assault, but the very silence was ominous,

4t 0600 16 February, the enemy artillery opened up along the
central beachhead frohte For half an hour the forward areas shock
from the hail of bursting shells end a pall of smoke gradually sproad
over the battleficlde Then through the smoke, gray-green uniformed
troops, the finest in the Reich's army according to Geéneral Harmon,
moved forward to drive the Alliss into t he sen.> The eneny's plan to
drive through to the sea down the ALBAKO ROAD caused the 45 UsSe Div
to receive the main impact of the assaulte (see Map No. 6). The net-
work of roads in the FACTORY area enabled groups of from four to eight
tanks to move out of the FACTRY and fire at point-blank range into

the fox holes of the UeSe troops. The cnemy infantry, ccordinating
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Each of these in the later battle period proved to be an individual,
mutually supported, blockhousce

The allied defensive plan utilized the protection afforded by
the MOLETTU RIVER on the west flank and the MUSSOLINI CANAL on the east
flonke These terrain features permitted the allies to hold this area
with relatively light forces throughout the entire battle.

The primary avenues of approach into the allied defense area
are the ALBANO ROAD and the axis CISTERNO MONTELLO and CAMPO CERRETO.

The terrain had a very notable effect on the employment of
tanks by both the enemy ond the Alliess As the terrain dictates the
battle so it was at ANZIO.

The German Panzer wnits were intcnded primarily for terrain
like that of Western, Central and Eastern Europe, where opportunity of
utilizing tanks in the primary role of fire power, speed, and mobility
was ever presente ANZIO, however, offered fow opportunities for full
employmont of these charactoristicse The tank was intended for offon-

sive operation. Here it was on the defensive for the entire campaign.8

General Major Martin Schmidt of the German Panzors said,

veeshll the attacks and counterattacks werc made with limited
objectives and the tanks accompanicd and directly supported

the Infantry Divisions. Because of the terrain i1t was nocessary
to resort to the use of single tanks at a time moving from one
previously reconnoitered firing position to the nex%, A move-
ment of f the road was certain to end in thc loss of the tenke

On some secondary roads the heavy Panther and Tiger tanks, be-
cause of their weight, bogged dovm right in the center of the
roads thus blocking it for use of lighter tanks and wheeled
vehiclese

Goncrel Schmidt also stated,
«essthat the necessity of parcelling out their tanks prevented any

massing of armor and rcsultcd in inoxpericnced leaders controlling
tanks and tank groupse

22




with the tanks, worked down LA FICOCCIA CREEK snd down CARROCETO
CREEK .

Sgt. Charles W. Keyser, in charge of three tanks of Co 4,
191st Tank Bn, was located behind a farmhouse 600 yards from the
FACTORY. His Noe 2 tank was knocked out in the morning by an artil-
lery shelles At noon, enemy infantry worked down the ditch beside
the road to the farmhouses Turning the turret of his No. 1 tank,
Sgte Keyser, fired a 75-mm shell which grazed the house and exploded
in the midst of the enemys A second attempt to take the house was
broken up with hand grenades. Then two enemy tanks approached down
the road. Concealed by the cloud of dust around the house Sgt Keyser
moved his No. 1 tank ocute. He knocked out one enemy tank with three
rounds, and with four rounds set the other on fire., Well placed
shells disposed of the enemy crews as they attempted to escape. At
1430 the No. 3 tank received a direct hite Sgt Keyser's radio, which
he had been using to direct artillery fire, was damaged and he failed
to receive the order from his plat leader, lst Lt. William E. Nangle,
to withdraw. At 1615 six more enemy tanks appeared. Laying his own
smoke screcn the sergeant tried to make a run for it across country.
Three hundred yards from the house his tank was hit and his driver
killeds Badly burned, Sgt Keyser hid in a ditch until after dark
when he returned to his battalione.

Lte Molesky, commanding lst Plat, Co A, 191st Tank Bn, moved
forward toward the FACTORYs .He encountered four enemy tanks and set
one on fires An enemy artillery barrage forced his tanks to take

cover behind houses. Agnin the enemy tanks advanced and lost two
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more tanks to Lt. Molesky's tankerse Sgt Kirch of the 3d Platj Co A,
located on the adjacent northwest-southeast road, fired on a Mark VI
tank and saw it burn, Half an hour later the Sefgea.nt's tank knock-
ed out an enomy Mark VI, Féur tonks from Co B, 191st were sent to
support the 180 Inf Regt in the vicinity of PADIGLIONE,.

Two Co 4 tanks were knocked out by a heavy enemy artillery
concentrations Lte Zoetewey was sent forward up the ALBANO ROAD
with a platoon from Co Ce They encountered enemy tanks moving south,
and forced them to withdraw under fire. Lt Gangwisch, with 24 Plat,

Co C, moved to the vicinity of the overpass to cover possible withe=
drawal of the forward platoon on the roads

Lt. Nangle's plat (Co A) on the road northwest-southeast had
. to absorb considerable punishment during the day. Lt Nangle's tank
was hit at 0815 and then sct afire by another hit. The crew was un-
der fire when they abandoned the tank and had to remain under cover in
the vicinity until after dark.. On one ocoasion the platoon was cut
off by enemy penetraticns, but continued to fire ond knocked out sever-
al tanks before it was withdrawn.

The enemy had poor luck moving cross-country. The Assault Gu

Plat knocked ocut three Mark VI tanks which had bogged down. Co A
accounted for two in the same manner.

The intensity of the attack did not diminish wntil late after-

noon. The enemy expended both infantry and tanks lavishly. He re-
peatedly attempted to make penetrations by thrusting his tanks down

throuch the network of roads and UeSe. tanks continucd to engage them.

‘ After dark three toanks from Co C under Lte Cobb moved north on the



ALBANO ROLD then east tc support Co E, 157 Inf Regt. At 2230 hours,

four tanks of Co B, moved forward in answer to a request from the
179 Inf Regt and ﬁeutralized a force of enemy infantry which was
occupying a buildinge

At the same time the main enemy assault was striking the 45
UeSe Div, diversionary attacks hit the UeS. 3d and British 56th Div-
isionse The tanks of Co B, 75lst Tank Bn knocked out five enemy
tanks and an enemy half-track in the 3 UeS. Div secctor. The 46 Royal
Tanks mopped up enemy infantry which had penetrated the British 56th
Division fronte

At the end of 16 February, the first day of the encmy's big
push, he had made only slight gains in the sectors of the U.S 45th
and British 56th Divisions with heavy losses in tanks and infantry.
It was evident that most of the attacks were intended only as diver=-
sions to wear down the strength of the defending troups and to pin

reservess The enemy had not yet committed his main forces.

THE SECOND DAY, 17 FEBRUARY

Prior to midnight of 16 February thc enemy resumed the attack,
and continued during the nighte The three tanks from Co C, 191lst Tank
Bn, under Lt. Cobb along with Co B, 157th Inf Regt became involved in
a fight for their livcs. The attacking Germans lawnched assaults
from both front and rear compreéssing the company into a small arca a-
round Captain Felix L, Sparks' CPe. Herc the tanks assisted by fir-
ing their 75-mm guns point-blank into the oncoming waves of troops

and swept the surrounding fields with their 50 calibor machine gunse
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About 15,000 rounds of small arms ammunition were expended and even

Tommy guns and carbine® weye fired from the turret portss There were
fourteen infantrymen, Lt% Cobb's tanks, very little ammunition and,
all supply routes cutj when Capte Sparks received permission to withe-
draw to the west of the ALBANC ROAD. At about 0500 four enemy tanks
wore closine on the flank of this small group. The enemy tanks came
within 50 yards of Lt. Cobb's tanks, not realizing they were there.
Twe of the enemy tanks were knocked outs Under a protective smoke
screen laid down by the artillery, the handful of men and tanks fought
their way out of the trap. One of the tanks bogged down, threw a
track end was destroyed by enemy fire a few moments after being eban-
doncd. The remaining two tanks picked up the crew from the abandon-
ed tank and moved across coumtrye Fighting was so heavy that the crews
could not operate in the overloaded tankse. The five men were let out
to make their way back on foote Only one returned. The two remain-
ing tenks returned before daylighte Reliable estimatos placed the
number of infantry destroyed by Lt. Cobb's command at five hundred.

The enemy's success during the night was opening up a danger=
ous gap betwcon the 179 and 157 Inf Regts of the 45 UeSe Dive The
enemy moved swiftly to press his advantogee. 4t 0740 thirty-five Focke-
Wulf 190's and Messerchmitt 109's bombed and strafed the 45 UeS Div's

front line. A few minutes later the 2d and 3d Bns, 179 Inf Rogt,

woere under attack by a powerful force composed of the 25th Inf Regt,

two battallions of the 145th Inf Regt and part of the 4lst Inf Regts

During thc day the enemy used approximately sixty tenks, employed in

small groups; supporting his infantry.
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One force of tanks and infantry moved scuthoast from the
FACTORY to attack the 3d Bn along the northsouth road a mile to the
cast of the LLBANO ROADe A sccond force, after driving south from
CARROCETO along the highway, swung east to strike the 2d Bn, 179 Inf
Regt in the flanke Co G, 179 Inf Regt, which had been fighting all
night was virtually isolated by this force. At 0855 Colonel Memmer,
Commanding the 179th, ordered his 2d and 3d Bns to withdraw 1,000
yards to the west branch of CARROCETO CREEK. The withdrawal was made
wnder heavy pressure, Co G being virtually destroyed. A line was
eventually established on the DEAD-END ROAD less than a mile north of
the final beachhead line. At 0855, the 3d Bn, 179 Inf Regt completed
its move back to tie in with the 2d Bn north of the DEAD-END ROAD.
The cnemy, after this withdrawal by units of the 179 Inf Regt, had
driven a wedge two miles wide and over a mile deep into the center of
the 45 UsSe Dive
The tanks of the 151 Tank Bn fought continuously to help the
infantry stem the German assaulte. Co A, holding the diagonal BCOILING
ALLEY ROAD fired on enemy vehicles and infantry. At 1030, Lte Zocte-
wey moved his plat of Co C north on the ALBANO ROAD. The second plat,
wnder Lt. Gangwisch, occupied a position west of the road to protect
the advance of the forward Platoone Lte. Zoetewey's tonks fired on en-
emy infantry destroying machine gun emplacements. His mission was to
hold the road until relieved by units of the 1 UeSes Armd Dive The re=-
lief was offected ot about 1430,
To aid the hardepressed infantry, VI Corps brought to bear all

the artillery and air power at its disposal, In addition to the 432
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guns of Corps and division artillery, thrce companies of tanks from

ed against ground targetse. Two Allied cruiscrs assisted the Corps
by fire., Further all the resources of XII Air Support Command were
put at the disposal of VI Corps. The total weight of bombs dropped,
and the number of heavy bombers employed, were the greatest up to
that dnte ever allottcd in direct support of any armye

During the afternoon the enemy continued his attacks until
he had approximately fourteen infantry battalions committeds The
moin pressure continued down the ALBANO ROAD and to the east of the
road against the 2d and 3d Bns, 179 Inf Regt. The Germans penetrat-
od as far as the junction with the DEAD-END ROAD. Here tanks took
concealment behind a group of farmhouses and the infantry dug in.

Two enemy tanks mede a penetration dcwn the ALBANO ROAD to the first
overpass before being stoppeds On the west side of the road the 2d

Bn, 157 Inf Regt, wns almost surrounded by small groups of enemy in~

filtrating through the deep ravines betwcen the battalion and the Bri-
tish 167th Brigade to it's left.

Late in the morning of 17 February General Harmon received
orders from General Lucas, to support the 179 Inf Regt in a counter=-
attack with one battalion of medium tankse Co H, 3d Bn, 1 Armd Regt,
moved out shortly after noon and reached the first over=-pass at 1410.

One platoon of Co H advanced 5C0 yards further up the road assisted

the 1 UeSe Armd Div and four batteries of 90-mm AA guns were employ=

in holdiny off the enemy tonks, attacking toward the over-passe The
remainder of Co H developed along the OVER-PASS ROAD and covered the

forward platoone. Co I followed the BOWLING ALLEY ROAD across the open
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fields southeast of the FACTORY, toc support the 3d Bn, 179 Inf Regte

Road=bound and under fire from enemy tanks, Co I made little pro=-
gress and was recalled at dusk to take up positions near the cross-
roadse

Co G had moved into position in support of Co I. The Assault
gus took positions directly supporting Companies I and Ge At dark
Co H withdrew on orders of General Harmone Companies I and G remaine-
ed in positions held during the day, and continued to support the 45
UeSe Div until 1400 hours 18 Februarys Then the battalion assembled
to participate in the Division counterattack on the 19 Februarye
Neither of these counterattacks accomplished their missions Both were
costly in comparsion to damage inflicted on the enemys They failed
because the boggy terrain forced the tanks to remain on the roads,
which were covered by enemy antietank guns, and becausc the attacks
were required to jump off with insufficient time for planning, coordi-

nating, and rcconnoiteringe.

Toward late aftcornoon four tanks of the 191 Tank Bn under Lt.
Gaggwisch,engaged six enemy Mark VI's and knocked out two. The en-
emy set two of Lt. Gonwisch's tanks afire, and the other two, in at-
tempting to maneuver, bogged down, and being under fire were abandon=-
ed, While the crews took shelter in a nearby building the four tanks
were burnede All twenty of thesc men returned to the Co C-P after
darknessa.

The enemy penetration down the ALBANO ROAD brought him almost
to the final beachhead line of defense, In order to relieve some of

the pressure on the 45 UeSe Div and to add depth to the defense,

41




General Lucas assigned to the British lst Division, less the 3d Bri=
gade which remained in Corps reserve, the job of holding a 2 mile
sectpr of the final beachhead line extending east and west from the
first over-pass. The British 1lst Divisicn tied in with the British
56 Division on its left and 1lst Bn, 179 Inf Regt on its righte Corps
attached the 2d Bn, 6th Armd Inf Regt, to the 45 UsSe. Dive The bat-
talion was placed under the control of the 157 Inf Regt and moved up
to the first over-pass in position to relieve the 3d Bn, 157 Inf Regte
Major General Ge We Rs Templar took command of both the Bfitish 56th
end lst Divs after General Penney was wounded, and Géneral Truscott
because Deputy Commander of VI Corps, Brige General John We O'Daniel
assumed command of the UeS. Dive

In an effort fo lessen the depth of the enemy penetration and
to obtain a more defensible line, General Eagles ordered the 2d and
3d Bns, 179 Inf Regt, and 3d Bn, 157 Inf Rogt, to laumch a counter=
attack on the night of 17-18 Februarye It was to move forward about
1000 yards to the west branch of CARROCETO CREEKe The two badly de=-
pleted battalions of the 179th Inf Regt jumped off on schedule at 2300,
but the 3d Bn, 157 Inf Regt led by Capte Merle M. Mitchell, who re-
mained in command despite stomach and shoulder wounds, did not get
wnder way until 0030, Booause of heavy enemy fire Capt. Mitchell's
battalion could go no further up the road than its jucture with the
DEAD=END ROAD. One platocn of Co ¢, 191st Tank Bn, dug in north of
the railroad overpass and, supported thc 3d Bn of the 157 Inf Regt,
the 179 Inf Regt reached its objective but wns counterattacked on

the left flank from the ALBALO ROAD and some units of the 179th were
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out off. The counterattack lacking sufficient strength to throw the

enemy off balance failed, and it left the troops of the 179 Inf Regt

in an exposcd positions

THE CRISIS, 18=19 FEERUARY
All through the stormy night of 17-18 February the enemy moved
up fresh units in preparation for a knockout blow, On the left should-
er of the salient he got between the 167th Brigade and 2d Bn, 157 Inf
Regt, cutting the battaliom's supply line. Aided by artillery fire.

Small groups of enemy tanks end infantry keep up the pressure all

night longe While continuing these attacks, Fourteenth Army complete
ed its preparations for what was to be its supreme effort to punch

throughs During the day of the 18th all of the 721lst, T4lst, and 735th

Infantry Regiments, and the 309th and 29th Panzer Grenadier Regiments,

were to be employed, Armor continued to be used in small groups but
on a more extensive scale than on any previous days Each infentry
wmit had tank supports In the afternoon, when elements of the enemy

reserve--the 26th Panzer and 29th Panzer Grenadier Divisions--were

committed, tanks were employed with as many as twelve in a groupe

The first enemy thrust came at dawn, driving deep into the
positions of the 179 Inf Regte. Co K was destroyed and only remmants
of the 34 Bn filtered back to the final beachhead line, The 2d Bn,
was almost cut off by a tank penetration on its left and the collapse
of the 3d Bn on its right. By the middle of the morning it was forced
to withdraw to the final beachhead defense lines Co I, 157 Inf Regt

was holding a small area directly in fromt of the overpass. Although
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this company took heavy casualties from ecnemy infantry and 170-mm and
210-mm guns, which were registered on the overpass, they littered the
ring of barbed wire around their position with bodies of dead and
moaning Germanss On the right shoulder of the salient the 2d Bnm, 180
Inf Regt, under attack from three sides by enemy tanks operating a=
long the roads east of the FACT®RY, held fast. On the other shoulder
of the salient the 24 Bn, 157 Inf Regt, virtually cut off from all
support, likcwise held. Although the enemy had widened the penetra=-
tion and driven a half mile deeper, the 45 U.S. Div still prevented
him from making a clean breakthroughe

At approximately 0700 Co I, 3d Bn, 1 Armd Regt rcceived infor-
mation, by liaison with the infantry, of a strong enemy attack which
was moving southeast astride the railroad bed. The company commander
immediately ordcred one platoon to attack along the railroad bed to the
nortwest to break up this attacke This platoon, under cover of the
remainder of the company, succeeded in moving one section completely
through the onemy infantry thus stopping it, Co I received a heavy dive
bombing attack at 1200 in the vicinity of the Crossroads. This at-
tack wounded the company commender and disabled one tanks Co G, in

process of relieving clements of Co I, had one tank disable in tho .
same attacke Co H moved back to an assembly area.g Co I moved to
PADIGLICONE and its vicinity during the nighte The platoon of Co C,

191st Tank Bn, supporting the 3d Bn, 157 Inf Regt remained dug in

north of the overpass during the entire daye Co A took up positions

near the BOWLING ALLEY ROAD JUNCTION. At 0530, the Battalion forward

‘ CePs position was threatened by the enemy advance and all personnel
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without armored transportation were ordered to leave, During the
morning, Captain Wilsoﬁ, of Co A sent a platoon up the BOWLING ALLEY
ROAD to "shot up" any encmy in sighte They destroyed five machine
gun nests) o selfepropelled gun, a Mark IV tenk and an unknown number

of infontrymens At 1230 enemy plenes dive=bombed Co 4, killing Capte

ain Wilson who was in the turret of his tanke The bloody struggle con=

tinued nll morning under an overcast sky which prevented a repetition
of the provious day's tremendous program of air supporte However
fightcr-bombers flew 120 sorties, giving effective close support a=-
gninst enemy tanks ond infontry, and twenty-four light bombers cov-
ered the FACTORY area with fragmentation bombse The artillery sup=-
port continued unabated, and at 1110 Captain William He McKny, a cub
pilot, adjusted the fire of 224 guns of Corps Artillery on about
2,500 Germons with tanks moving south from CARROCETO along the ALBANO
ROADe The enomy force disintegrated under this bombardment. Colonel
William O, Carby took ccmmand of the shattercd 179 Inf Regt, ond was
told to hold the final becchhead line at all costse FEnemy tanks were
opersting almost at will down the ALBANO ROAD and the BOWLING ALLEY
ROADe In tho late aftornoon of 18 February, as the enemy prepared
to mekc his heavics t attack of the day, tho Allicd defendors of the
ANZIO beachhead faced their most critical test. Coloncl Lee of the
191st rcceived orders from the 45 UsSe Div tc keep all his tanks

in positions Co A was located near BOWLING ALLEY ROAD JUNCTION, Co

B near PADIGLIONE, Co C near the overpasse The Fourteenth Army rc-

newed its attack with a thrust by twelve tanks down the LOWLING ALLEY

ROAD, and only thc blown bridge where the road crosscs CARROCETO
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CREEK kept them from breaking through, Under cover of the firoc of
these tanks the enemy infaﬁtry attack;d. By 1750 the fighting was
goneral along the whole front of the saiient as far west as the overe-
passe Enemy units infiltrated through, but these forces had been
whittled down wntil they were too weak to exploit their penetration
ond werc wiped out during the nighte. Farther to the west the lst Bn,
179 Inf Rogt, ond lst Loyals were attacked by the enemy from across
the open fieids soﬁth of the DEAD=END ROADe For four hours the en=-
emy troops fought to break through east of the ovorpass, at ono time
penetrating all the way to the lateral road before boing driven back
in hand=to~hand fightinge Tanks of 1 UeSe Armd Div, patrolling the
lateral road; helped the infentry hold off the cnemy until the force
of the attacks'V{as sponte Advancing across the open coun'_bry, the en=-
emy was taking terrific caéualties from artillery, mortar, ond ma chine-
zun firee At 2130 there was evidence that the enomy was pulling back
to roorganizos Never again was ho to come so closc to rolling up the
final beachhcad line,

At 2200 Co F, 24 Bn, 1 Armd Regh, began moving to the overe
pess road, and into position south of the rond with the mission of
supporting the infantry and holding the line along the overpass roade
During the night 18«19 February, VI Corps assembled a cownterattack
force, whlle the 45 U.S. Div strengthened its positione West of the
ALBANO ROAD, Lt. Col, Wilhelm Ps Johnson, leading his 24 Bn, 6 Armd
Inf Rogt broke through to thc 2d Bn, 157 Inf Regt, making it possible
to sond supplies and ammunition forward:to the battalione General

Eagles rcleansod tho 1lst Bn, 157 Inf Regt, from division reserve and
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attached it to the 179 Inf Regte This frosh battalion relieved the
docimated 2d Bn, along tho lateral roade Major Tyrcn reorganized
the remnants of the 3d Bn, 179 Inf Regt, and reinforced them with 50
men from rear arease The 1lst Loyals used rear=echelon troops to re-
place their casualtiess (see Map Mo. §) At 0400, 19 Fobruary, tho
onemy laid down an artillery barrage, ond ten minutes later his in~

fantry attackeds Two battalions of the enemy's reserve 15th Ponzer

Grenadior Regimont (29th Panzer Grenadicr Division), supported by

throe tanks, penetrated to the lateral road, ofter overrunning the
right flank company of the lst Loyalse At dawn tho tanks of Co F,
1 Armd Rogt discovered that the encmy infantry had infiltraded into
its positions This company, in conjunction with friendly infantry,
and aided by a tremendous artillery barrago countorattacked and
drove the onemy across the road and restored the line north of the
overpass road. During this attack, two tank commanders, s/sgt Koski
and Lte Dunning, were shot in the head by small arms firc from ene
eny infantry who were so close to their tanks that their tank weap-
ons cousd not te employeds

At 0330 the enemy laid a heavy artillery barragoe in the vi-
cinity of the forward CePs, 191st Tank Bn and followed with an in-
fontry attacke Our Five tanks located in the vicinity fired until

davne Coptain Middleton's tank wos disabled by a round of high ex=

plosive which broke one of the trackss He took over Co C's tank #13.
Captain Hellis ond the battalion commender Major Lec, after firing all
ammunition, withdrcw to the vieinity of the Assault Gun battery. The

remanants oc Co C movod te the same area and remained to guard the
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northesouth ronde The Assault Guns had continued to fire during
this periods One Assault Gun was put out of action by an enemy
air burste

During the morning the enemy tanks tried repeatedly snd un=
successfully to operate down the main ALBANO ROADe Tank Destroyers
of the 701 TD Bn knocked out two Mark VI Tigers and five Mark IV'se
At noon o final enemy attack down the samo axis was broken up by

artillery fire before any contact was madees

THE BATTLE IS V/ON 19=-20 FEBRUARY

Goneral Harmon was called to a conforence at noon, 18 Febru-
ary, with Genercl Mark Clark, commanding the Fifth Army, and Generals
Lucas 2 Truscott of thc VII Corpse The Corps' original plan of count-
erattack was to send Force T, consisting of the 169 Brig;de undor
General Templor, to attack cn Corps order from the vicinity of thé
overpass to soizc the ground north of the DEAD=END ROAD, Force H,
undor Gencral Harmon and consisting of the 6 Armd Inf Regt (less
tho 2d Bn), a battalion of tanks from tho 1 Armd Rogt and tho 30th
Inf Rogt, was to attack at 0630 mn the 19 February up the BOWLING
ALIEY ROAD to the junction with the first north~-south road (see Map
No 9)e The original intention was to have the forccs attack simule=-
tancously to pinch off the enomy troops in the ncse of the saliente
Force T's 169th Brigade was dolayed in landing at the port of ANZIO
by naval mincs dropped by Gormen plancse The Brigade was unablo to
unload its ecquipment bocause the harbor was closcd until these mines |
could bo clearcde Inability on the part of Force T to assemble this

equipment on the scheduled time, nocossitated a modification of tho
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' plen, to a "limited objective attack", by Task Force He
During the aftornoon and evening of the 18th February the men

of Task Force H made preparations for the attack they would launch
the next morning, Aftor darkness fell, tanks began to move forward
into positions Most of the infantrymen=--had to march five miles
through ankle=decp mud to get to their jump=off positionse At 0200,
19 February, ot the time the Germans were fighting desperately to
break through at the first overpass, General Lucas was faced with the
decision of whether tc¢ employ General Harmon's armor of Task Force H
to moet this drive head on in an attempt to stem it, or to go ahead
with tho countoraettack as planned. Genoral Harmon emphetically dis-
agroed with changing tho cownterattack plan, and was given permission

. to proceed as plannede The VI Corps artillery blasted enemy assembly
arons north and east of the FACTORYe They fired on the FACTORY and
CLRROCETO, and at 0800 laid down a barrage in front of the line of
departuro which was lifted on calle Eight British FA regiments,
cight battalions of Corps arti;lory, Naval and 90-mm AA guns, fight-
er=bombors, end medium bomberers, and medium bombers, participated in

the plan of supporting fires for Task Force He The 29th Panzer Gene

adioer Division (part of Fourtcenth Army's reserve) was on its way

down the BOWLING ALLEY ROAD, to attack when struck by this artillery

preparation. The Gorman division was shattered by this intense fire
and was unable to launch its assaulte

Force I attacked on schedule at 0630, Colonel Steclets Gth
Armd Inf Regt on the left advanced along the south side of the BOVWL=~

.. LING ALLEY ROAD whilo Colonel McGarrts 30 Inf Regt attacked abroast,
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' astride and north of the same road. Colonel Louis V. Hightower eme
ployed two medium tenk companies of his 1 Armd Regte Co H supported
the infantry on the right flank and protected this flank by moving
north from PADIGLIONE. Co G was to mQVe up the BOWLING ALLEY ROAD
in dircct support of the infantry. The attack started well, at 0820
the 30 Inf Regt had advanced a mile beyond the line of departure, and
the 6 Armd Inf Regt was meeting only slight rosistances Then the ad=-
vance slowed. The 2d Bn, leading the 30 Inf Reght was under fire from
enemy Mark VI taenks and from troops concealed along the banks of LA
FICOCCIA CREEK and in the brush on the north side of the road. Lte
Cole Lyle W. Bernard was wounded and Lt. Cols Woodrow We Stromberg
took over the 2d Bne Companies E and F were badly chewed up. The

‘ tanks of Co G, were held up by bridging in process on the BOWLING
ALLEY ROAD. At 1330 the attack was resumed, and on platoon of Co G
moved forward under cover of the remainder of the company. After Co
G's tanks crossed the repaired bridge they drove up the diagonal road
spreading panic among the already discrganized enemy troopse The
tanks of Co H were mecting with equal success. They encountered con-
siderable infantry in the houscs and in the FSO DI SPACCASASSI.

After advancing over a mile up the road leading north from PADIGLIONE,
they turned west, one platcon reaching the bridge, in an attack to
clear the area of enemye Blasting the enemy infantry from the stream
bed and from houses along the road, they took so many prisoners that
they had to call on the 180 Inf Regt to dispose of them, By mid-
afternoon the bridge was clearcd and one platoon crossed to engage the

enemy infantry by fire.



At 1620, 19 February, when General Hermon called a halt to the
advence, the infantry had roached the objective called for in VI Corp's
ordere. The main assault force was withdrawn during the nighte Two
battalions, left as a covering force engaged in aggressive patrolling
throughout 20 February and were then withdrawne Seven tanks of Co H
remained in vicinity of bridge north of PADIGLIONE to defend it.
Elements of the Ren Co., 1 Armd Regt were attached to Companies G end
H for night securitye.

While Force H was meking the main counberat#ack, other units
on the beach lauched limited counterattackse Co D, 1 Armd Regt was
ordercd to attack north on the ALBANO ROAD and to go as far and cause
as much damage as possible until darkness and then to return to the
bivousce Co D moved out of its bivouac at 1500 hours and one platoon
advanced through the overpass where they received heavy direct AT fire
which knocked out three of their tankse Thc advance continued almost
to the DEAD-END ROAD, before the remonts of the platoon were forced
to withdraw under cover of a smoke screens The lst Loyals and a
company of the 2d North Staffs, supported by tanks of the 46th Roy-
al Tanks, attocked to wipe out the pocket of resistance along the
lateral road left by the enemy's penetration in the morninge At
1600 the houses in which the enemy troops had barricaded themselves
were retakens The platoon of temks of Co D, 1 Armd Regt aided this
British attack by driving a large force of the enemy from covere The
British took over 200 prisoners, together with the prisoners token by
Force H, this brought tho total for the day to 413,

General Lucas sigralized the victor;” with a message to his




troops. "Swell work todaye Keep after them," The decline in the

strength of the enemy's attacks, the picture of disorganization in
his wnits, and the spirt of disillusionment exhibited by the enemy
prisoneré, jndicated that VI Corps by the evening of 19 February had
won ité battlee. 1In their five day attack, 16-20 February, the enemy
suffered at least 5!389 battle casualties in killed, wounded, and
missinge VI Corps tock 609 prisonerse

The Allied superiority in artillery and air power, the in=
ability of thc enemy to employ his toks in mass, .the breakdown of his
morale, and the stubborn resistance of the Allied troops holding the

beachhcade Were the reasons that the enemys offensive had failed.6
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CHAPTER IV
THE FINAL GERMAN DRIVE (20 February-4 March 44)

The Allies could not rest on their well earned laurels, nor
could they take time out for a much needed rest. As long as the
Germans had a large force to the front, a threat remained to the
beaschheade Preparations to stop another Germen drive had to mades
General Clark asked for additional forces to strengthen his battle
worn defenses, and redeployed those units he had at his disposals.
Lines around the shoulders of the salient were drawn tighter; major
units in the line were given smaller sectors; reinforcements were
placed immediately in the line; armored units were given missions of

supporting the front with direct and indirect fire; and a large
mobile reserve was formed around the 1 UeS Armd Div, less CCBe

The enemy could not reorgenize and continue the assault at
once because of heavy losses and general demoralization. General
Meckensen was forced to pull back his main attacking force for re-
supply and reorganization before he could push forward with another
co-ordinated drive, However, he could not leave the beachhoad to its
own devicese Local raids were made all along the line with emphasis
on the shoulders of the salicnt. "Jerry" was directing his efforts
to enlarging the salicnt and softening the defenders for one more
big push.l

The primary role of armor did not change at this time. It
still was to furnish close support to the infantry as an anti-tank

weapone The sccondary mission was to reinforce the fires of the




artillery and to act as a mobile reserve. Fighting conditions had
not changed ond tanks were still being usecd as stationary pill boxos
jn the linc, Experioence had taught that two tanks, mutually support-
ing, were better than one. Therefore, wherever possible, tanks wore
placed in the line in pairse These tanks would take positions of
safety behind farm houses and haystacks in the daytime and move in-
to the infantry lines at nighte Also supporting tanks accompanied
infentry units meking raids. On these missions tanks would furnish
close support acting as solf propelled artillery.2
At this time the tank=infantry teem was not too well coordi-
neted., The nced for team training was apparent on meny occasions.
One good cxamplc of this need was clearly showm in the action of Co
F, 1 Armd Regte. During the night of 19-20 February enemy infaentry
had again succceded in infiltrating into a position well within the
beachhond lines. On the morning of 20 February, Co F was given the
mission of driving this enemy oute With friendly infantry attached,
this tank company started on its missions During the fight which
followed, the eremy infantry succceded in getting so close to the
tanks that the tank funners could not bring their weapons to fire

on tho enemye As a result, the success of this mission was over-

shadowed by the needless loss of life and materia1.3

After the successful counterattack by Force H, a defensive
position was taken to ward off the Germen drive in that arcas. Here
tanks were used the same as in other defensive positions in the line.
Sevon tanks of Co H, 1 Armd Regt, were assigned a mission of defend=-

‘\ ing o vital bridge in front of the line. Elemonts of the Ren Co




were attached for security. .During the 19th and 20th this small
force wes left in stationary positions. However, on the morning

of the 20th, further security was added by sending one platoon of
Co I, 1 Armd Rogt, on a reconnaissance beyond this pointe This pla=-
toon f0ported a large force of tanks and infantry approaching the
bridge. This information proved to be the saving of the tanks de-
fending the bridge.4

Tanks ond artillery prepared to meet the enemy threat., Be-

cause the armored units in this area were underestrength, all tanks
were pleced under the command of the CO of Co He During the after=-
noone of the 20th and all day the 2lst, an intense tank fight de-
veloped. A platoon leader of Co I, who had lost almost all of his
tanks, uscd his tank as a forward observation post. From his posi-
tion hc has able to direct the fires of the supporting artillery
with excellent resultse In the late afternoon of the 2lst, the en-
emy withdrow suffering heavy losses in both men and materials The
defending artillery had completcly stopped the German Infentry and
the supporting heavy artillery aided greatly in stopping his armore
Further, the American tanks, in prepared positions, had been able to
pick-oeff the encmy tanks because the terrain was not suitable for
tank maneuver, The "Jerry" tanks had to stay on the roads. Since
the enemy could not maneuver his armor, neither cculd Co Ho As a
result, the 1 Armd Regl lossecs were also heavy and it was replaced
in the line by the 191 Tank Bn.°

In roorganizing for the final drive, the Germans placed the

26th Panzer Division in position near CISTERNA to spearhead the



attacke Toc add force and striking power, thc 715th Light Division

was shifted to this area after a period of rest and reorganization.
In addition to this attacking force the enemy had available, to ex-

ploit any success, the Herman Goering Panzer Division, the 362

Grenadier Division, and the 1028 Pan,er Grenadicr Regimente. This

shifting of troops indicated that the main effert would come against
the east shcoulder. Howcver, the enemy forces west of the ALBANO
ROAD were not without sufficient strength to be a threat against

that shoulders Here the Germans had the 65th Grenadier Division,

the 4th Parachute Division, the 3rd Panzer Grenadier Division rein-

forced by the Infantry Lehr Regiment, ond the 29th Panzer Grenadier

Divisione Although none of these units in the west sector were up

to full strength, it is significant to note that "Jerry" had split
his forcess. All indications pointed to a seccndary attack against
the British in the west and o main effort against the 3 Ue.S. Div
occupying the east shoulder.®
During the afternoon of the 28th the Germans smoked the front
lines and moved intc the attack positione This was to be the final
drives Anticipating this drive, the Allies moved tankes into dire
ect and indirect firing positions in the cast scctore Tank comp=-
anies wore moved in to help the artillery smother the enemy with
shell fire.7 Movements and plans were made and changed in rapid
firc fashions The 1 Armd Regt received no less than 15 plans dur-
ing the last wcek in Februarye On the 28th, Co F of the 1 Armd
Régt was moved into an indirect firing position under contrnd of

the 91st FA Bne On the 29th it was released from the 918t and



. 8
placod under the 160th FA Bn with no change in position or missicn.

It should be noted that to fire tanks as artillery was not as simpdc
as it appearse The tenks were not equipped with indirect firing
facilities, nor was the tank crew trained to fire with the artillery.
Thercfore, tank commanders were on the alert to find ways and means
to correct this and to expedite training in this type of firing.9
In the line the situation was much the samees In the 3 UeS
Div facing the oncoming Germens, tank units werc scattered through-
out the entire line. The 751st Tank Bn was supporting the 3 UsS
Div; the 191 Tank Bn was with the 45 U.Se Div; the 701 TD Bn was
in reserve as was the 1 UesSe Armd Div, minus CCB.lO
During this phase of the defense, tonk units, as such, had
to be forgottene Some of the units in the line were so broken up
that it was impossible to identify any unit larger than a platoons
The 751 Tenk Bn was a gocd example of the distribution of the front
line armor. The disposition of this battalion, awaiting the attack,
was a8 followss
eeeeht the end of the month of February 1944, the 751 Tank Bn
(Co DY 191 Tank Bn attachod) was in support of the 3 U.S. Div
(Reinf) on the Nettuno Beachhead. Co "B" less 2d Plat., plus
2d Plat., Co "A", and 24 Plat., Co "D" 191 Tank Bn was attach-
ed to the 7 UeSs Inf Regt Co "C" plus 2d Plat., Co "B" and lst
Plat., Co "D" was attached to the 15 U.S Inf Regt Co "D" less
lst Plat., and 2d Plat, plus lst Plat., Co "A"™ and mortar Plat.,
was attached to the 504 Prcht Regt Co "A" and 24 Plat, Co "D"
were attached to the 509 Prcht Bn, and the remainder of the
Regt was attached to the 3 U.S. Div (Reinf),11
Tank platoon leaders took orders from the infantry battalion

commander., Tanks werc placed at the discretion of the tank platoon

leader and the location approved by the infantry CO. The tactics




used were the same as in previocus engagemcnts with the enemy in

the beachheade Tanks would be up with the infantry at night and

back behind houses during daylight hourse. When rains prevented this
movement, the tanks would dig=in and stay in the lines day and night.
This was to furnish unti~tunk-potection for the lines.l?®

With his forces split, General Mackensen changed his tactics
and in doing so further favored the defenders. On the east shoulder,
where he threw his main attack, the forces were divided into small
probing unitse. At about 0430, 29 February, the attack was launched.

Meny of the units in tho line for the defense thought it was an-
other raid by the Germans ¢ -3 However, the beachhead ccmmand and
staff knew it was a main effort and plens, previcusly made, were put
into offccte. The 27¢h and 91st Armd FA Bns were shifted to thicken
the fires of the 3 UeSe Div Artilleryes A counterpreparalion was fire
ed covering the entire front line, Never the less, the enemy in-
fantry begin infiltrating the defensive positions before dawne This
action spread all along the eastern side of the beachhead. Instead
of " concentrating his forces, the enemy had launched an attack with
small units at six differont poinfs.

The attackers made no substantial gains the first days Small
front line units of the Allies were driven out of position in only
two or three placese As the day passed, battalion reserves were can=-
mitted and these positions were either regnined or neutralized. Due

to the soft muddy ground, enemy tomnks were forced to stay on the

roadse It was a fileld day for the defensive armore Tanks placed in

the lines alongside the infantry paid great dividends to the U,.S.




Also the artillery was able to concentrate fire on the enemy tank
colunns and thug break up many of the attacks beforo they becams
threats to the lines

The 3 UesSe Div had withstcod the initial shock of the German
offort, but that was not encughe General O'Danjel started countere
attacks ngainst the attackers late in the afternoon of 29 Februarye
The 2d Bn of the 30 Inf Regt launched a ocounterattack Just as the
enemy of fense started to bog down. This counteroffense progressed
rapigiy ond on the morning of 1 March tock its objective and dug in.14
For this -action tanks were assigned to the 30 Inf Regt frcm the 1 Armd
Regte However, they worc nct used because the torrain was not suite-
able for armor and the Allies were not meking the mistaoke the Gormans
had made of keeping the tanks in the attack and on the roads. It
was a bottle for the infantry and artilleryes Tanks were used in the
new dofensive position as antietank weapons and by the reserve to
thicken the fires of the artillery.15

The heade=strong Germans tried the same tactics again on the
morning of 1 Marche Tho gains wero less than on tho previous daye
During the night the defenders had laid new mine fields and new tank
cretors were duge To aid the defenders furthoer, pouring rain made
the roads almost impassable tank trapse This rain also kept the
Allied planes on the ground, which was a hindrance to the artillery,
and the Allied airforce could not kecp its promise of an all-out
air attacke. In spite of all this the Germans made an attack in the
conter of the line. The 7 Inf Regt, west of PONTE ROTTO, took this

attack and stopped it with little difficulty. Tanks and tanke
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dostroyers sitting in the line as stationary anti-tank guns aegain
doolt with the German armor,: Since the enemy insisted on using tanks
to doad at%acksvundor;these conditions, . the defending tanks abided
thoir time and stopped the oncoming tanks almost at wille Also fore’
ward obseorvers called artillery fire down on stranded enemy tanks

end again helped stop the attack before it becamé a serious threat,

By nightfall, tho attack was completely disorganized an "Jerry" had

to withdraws The day's activity had gainod him nothing, and his loss-

o5 were heavy.16

The day broke clear on the 2d and the air attack planned for
the preccdding day was launcheds It proved tc be groater than the
ones flown during the main German drivee A total of 351 heavy bombers
unloaded on the enemy areas around CARROCETO, VELLETRI, and CISTERNA.
To the already baffled and bewildered forces of the attackers, this
was & final blowe Only one tankeinfantry attack was launchod, and
it was against the prepared defenses of the 15 Inf Regte The Gor-
mans used the same tactics and the defenders did not change theirs.
The result was the samo. This attack was stopped before it reached
the beachhoad lineses The enemy infantry, without the aid of tanks,
tried to infiltrate the lines in two places without successe The
attacks were growing weaker and the Allles seemingly were getting
stronger.17

During this action tanks and infantry always worked together
but still good smooth teamwork was lackinge Onc good example of this

took place on the morning of the 2nde The lst Section of Co B, 751

Tank Bn was given the mission of supporting an infantry combat patrcl.,
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This patrol was to take a house in the area. Tanks led the attacik,

When the patrol reached a position about 400 yards from the objec-
tive they recoived heavy anti=tank fire, This was enough for the
tankse With no help from the Infentry, and apparently unable to de-
fend thenselves, they withdrew to a position of safety.back of the
lineset8 Such action as this was due partly to the German tactics of
waiting and surprising the patrols; partly to the flat terrain which
did not lend itself to tank action because it was too soft; and part-
1y becausc tanks were sometincs sent on missions that were infantry
type missions only.,19
The final attempt to smash the beachhead was made on the 3d,
At dawn tanks and infantry tried once again to overrun the defenses
just west of PONTE ROTTOes This effort, more or less concentrated,
succoeded in driving back one platoon of the infantrye This success
was short lived. The battelion in that aren held and in the after=
noon launched a counterattack which retook almost all the ground lost
and neutralized the rest. In this action the Germans were stopped
once again by coordinated use of tank fire and artillery firee The
tanks waiting in camouflaged positions used their direct fire to
stop the lead tanks and helped oonfuse the foot troops. This was the
finol effort of the Germans to push the beachhead back into the seae
As if by a prearronged signal, the Allies started a counter=
of fensive action on the afternoon of the 3de No time was given the
Gormans to ccnsolidate any suocess they had gained during thoe past
month's actione?" In preparing for this counterattack, tonks and -

tenk destroyers wore used in the reserve as mobile anti-tank weapons.
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Teank destroyers were given the mission for which they were desipgn=-
oede However, most of this type work could not be deme in forces
Due to the lack of sufficient armorj and t%e need for it throughe=
out the ontire beachhead, armor was still scattered rather thinlye
Companies wore broken up and platoons were assigned to divisions and
regiments to support in those local counterattackss Co B of the 701
TD Bn was alterted on the afterncon of the 2d to send one platoon to
the 3 UeSe Dive During the night of 2«3 March two platoons were sent
to this Division to be in mobile resorve.21 This was done to add
strength to the Divisicn's mobile reserve in preparation for the
of fensive action which was to start the afternccn of 4 Merche
Once these counterattacks startoed, tho entire beachhead made
proparations to better itselfs Due to the torrain and to lessons
loarned from the German use of Armor, most of the counterattacks wore
made with infantry supported by artillerye Tonks played a minor parte.
The sustainod action by the armor in the line rendered it unf'it for
future oxtonsive action at this time . Many of the armored units in
the line wore withdrawn completely or rcplacod with other units which
had boen in indired firing positionse Tho infantry met with great
succosse Howover, the objectives were limiteds This counter=actim
was madc to regain vital ground lost and to place the defenses in the
most advantageous positionse VI Corps had reachod a point of almost
oomplete exhaustion and no full scale offense could begin a this
timeoz2
On March the German High Command recognized the facts about

the situation in central Italy, Nemely, the Fifth Army beachhead
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was there to staye Instructions were issued to the German attacke-
ers to hold thoir present positicnsy to develop them doefensively as
quickly as possibley and -té make preparations to gradually roduce
the Nettuno (ANZIO) Beachhead+?® The Allics had won the right to
stay in central Italjr. Since no war is won by defensive acticn, the
Germans wore admitting their inability to defcat the boachhead dow

fenderse
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CHAPTER V
DEFENSE IN THE STALEMATE (5 March - 22 May)
After the Germen attacks were stopped, the character of

fighting at ANZIO underwent a radical changes The Allies were cone

tent to stay in their positions and execute a very active defense

for about eleven weeks, Although plans and training for a break-
through werc teking shape in the rear areas, the front lines had to
continue to hold and wait for the offensives, It had been a long
hard battle to save the beachhead positiocn and now it was o relief
to just sit, improve positions, and make small raids and reconnais-
sance missionse

Immediately upon receipt of the order from the high commend
to defend, General Mackensen had to content himseld with a drastic
roduction in trcoopses Field Marshall Kesselring ordered the Harmann

Goering Panzer Division to the north for rost and refittings the

114th Light Division to the ADRIATIC front; and the 26th and 29th

Panzer Gronedicrs werc withdrawn to an arez south of ROME as the

Fourtcenth Army roserve. <Scme roplacements were sent into the area

arcund ANZIO to contein the Allics, but they were considered inferior
troops, They were mostly green, untrained youngsters along with

some 2,000 Italians whom the Germans never trustede By the end of
March the only unit in front of the beachhead which was considered

o first class ccmbat unit was tho 3d Panzer Grenadier Divisione Al

though the Germans had increased their combat strength in the Italian

Campaign, their forces on the ANZIO front had been greatly reducode




The VI Corps, holding the beachhead, also undertook an ex=
tensive program of regrouping and refitting its units. Some of the
UeSe forces loft this area for other battlefiecldss The Ranger Force
departed along with the paratrooperse The 504th Prcht Inf Regt ree=
joined the 82 UeSe Airborne Div in the United Kingdom and on 1 April
the 508th Also departed, However, these losses were more than offset
by the arrival of reinfcrcements. The battle seasoned 34 UeSe Div
arrived and relieved the 3 UeSs Div in the lines Also, about 14,000
replacements wore received and the Allies were up to full strengthe
By the end of March the combat strength of VI Corps was equal to that
of six full divisions-~approximately 50,000 men~~whioch was more than
the opposing Germans.l

Along the front things were not peaceful and quiets The en-
emy had not completely stopped fightings Raiding parfties had to be
stopped and small patrols turned back but they accomplished no sere
lous damage to the defenders. Infantry still held the lines reine
forcod by tank unit;. The 751 Tank Bn was scattered through the
east soctore Later, when the 3 Ues Se Div was relieved, this Bat-
talion passed to the control of the 34 UeSe Div and romained in the
lines The 191 Tank Bn had one company in the line with the 3 UlS.
Div and the remainder of the Battalion in the 45 U.Se. Div reserve,
On 24 March ancther company of the 19lst was placed in the line re=
lieving one company of the 75lste In this change it is interesting
to note that two tanks of the 75lst were so well camouflaged by
rubble and debris from German shclling that the Battalions exchanged

tanks so that these two could remain camouflagedoz
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The 70lst TD Bn was in dircct support of the UeS. lcft flank with the
woapons firing field artillery miséions.3 The UeSe Armd Div was still

in Corps reserve and was given the mission of training tankeinfentry

teams 04

The line units were still having trouble with tankeinfantry
teamse Tonks in the line were still sent on raiding and reconnais=
sence missions with or withcut infantrye On 17 March the platoon
leader of the 3d plat, Co A, 751 Tank Bn was sent on a mission of
neutralizing onemy positions in two houses in front of the 509th Prcht
Regte O(n his way up to a firing position, in front of the lines, his
tank hit o mine and was disablede On the following morning another
tank was sent on the same mission and, after reaching a firing posie
tion, fired sixty rcunds into the two housese On the return trip it
hit two mines, lost both tracks and was disableds The result of this
mission was the loss of two tanks and the enemy still used both hous=
os as firing positions and obserwations posts.6

Morale in the 751 Tank Bn began to docline and the sick list
was steadily growinge Howover, most of this was due, to the action
this battalion had gone through during the month of February and the

first two weeks of Marche The after action report for this Battalion

recordss

esesDuring tho first two wecks of March 1944, the morale and
health of this Battalion declined. This was chiefly caused by
tho accumulative effect of the crews having tc stay in the tanks
for long pericds of timoe The tanks were placed in front line
defensive positions for ovor a month and were subjected to
continual artillery and small arms fire thus making it impossible
for the crews tc get cut and stay out of the tank any appreci-
oble length of timee
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This situation was relieved when the 3 Ue.Se Div increased
the quota of men to go baek to the rest afea. Also replacemecnts
were received to enable rotation of the fronteline tenk crews.6

The use of tanks in the front line was much the some as dur-
ing tho defonsive operatiocns against the German drivese Many of
the tanks were dug in and never moved during this periose. Tanks in
recgiment and battalion reserve positions were placed so as to supple=
ment the fire of the artillerye Tank destroyers were also placed in
indirect firing positionse These weapons were also dug in and camou=

flaged so that movement was restricted. During the month of March,

tank units that could be spared from these front line positions were
sont to the rear areas so that training with the infantry could be
accomplishede However this action affectcd only units of the 1 UeS
Armd Div during the early stages of training.7

The Allied defenders could not know that the Germans had
given up the offensive completely and therefore had to be perpared
for any action on the part of the enemye The 1 UoeSe Armd Div pro-
pared ton countorattack plans against po§sible German penetrationse
To further carry out its Reserve mission, this Division supported the
Corps defensive effort by keeping its artillery engaged in actions
Yo the fronte Whon coriticel areas developed, this Divisicn shifted
troops ond artillery to the weakencd or threatened sectorse Also
elements of the Division Recomnaissance units maintained patrols in
front of the lines and furnished front line liaison groups.8

Assault guns, tank destroyers and tanks were used to reine

force the fires of the defensive artillery, These weapons were still

having trouble with indircct firing equipment. The 701 TD Bn




improvised a night lighting device for the pancramic sightes It was
discovered that this Ba ttalion needed a direct sight with night
lighting features aé wéil aé night lighting for the panoramic sighte
The improvised lighting devise was workable but not satisfactorye
Manytimes errors as great as 20 mils would occur when large changes
were made in range and direction.9

About the middle of March e plan was made to counterattack to
the north with the mission of meking a breakthroughe Although this
plen was nevor put into effect, preparations for this action greatly
aided in the defcnse, Early in the month the 81st Rcn Bn, supporte
ing the Special Service Force, received orders to prepare for an at-
tack to be made against the enemies! southeast flank. The object of
this action was to divert the German's attention from the north and
cause him to move reinforcoments to the southeasts This plan include-
ed the establishment of many dummy British command posts and a series
of artillery concontrations in this sectore The full success of this
action was not knowne Howcver the cnemy was reported moving armor to
the southoast and many enemy patrols wore sont on missions of copture
ing prisonerses Some of these Allied prisomers managed to escape and
reported that the Germans were greatly interested in just what was
going to happen in this sectore Although the VI Corps cancelled its
plans to attack to the north, this proparatory action caused the en=-
omy to disperse his forces and kept him on the alert for a possible
attacke This aided greatly in the defense of the boachhoad.lo

Many times tactics of the defonders differed with each bote

talion and oach operation, In the 191 Tank Bn, supporting the 45 UsS.




Divisi-n and later the 3 Usbe Divisicn in the same sackor, much Gime
was spent in harrassing the enemye Tank units would fire as batterw.
jes, aiding the artillorye. A plan was devised whercby these tank

batteries would fire from one position and move to another umder the

cover of artillery fire, This type of action proved so suscessful

4

that those units were used on preplanned missions suppoéﬁing.the Ine,
fantry on raiding and reconnaissance missionss x
During the latter part of April this Battelion took part in

a small attack in close cooperation with the infantrye This rein-
forced unit was to tako a hill, reduce the enemy positions, and with-
draw to a proarrangod position and holde This was the last of a
series of six small roidse The attack and withdrawal were success-
ful becauso of much plenning and training for this action by the
tank=infantry toame Major Asbury We Lee, III, Commending Officer,
191 Tank Bn, recordss

ceoeThus a successful infantry~ tank team attack must depénd

upon careful planning, close cocrdination, roccnnaissance,-

proper means of control, the will to ficht, and, above all,

mutual confidenceeethc infantry in the tanks and the tanks

in the tanks and the tanks in the infantry, 11

The 8lst Ren Bn had an unusual experience in support of the

lst Special Servico Force cn the southeast flank of the beachhoad,
On the 15th of April the light tank platocn of Co D, supported by ine
fantry, made a successful raid on the tovm of CERRETO ALTOe Under
the cover of mortar and machine gun fire, which the infantry was
oble to placc. on the town, these light tanks crossed over a culvert

leading into the village. Through fire and maneuver these tanks

were oble tc enter CERRETO ALTO and flush out about twenty Germanse



After the town was entered all firing stopped within a few minutes
the prisoners were sent back to the beachheade Infantry ceme in
ond cleared all the houses ond reduced all the enemy positicnse
Then the attackers withdrew as planneéglz

During the ‘last weeck in April it becamc nocessary for the
8lst to raid the town of CERRETO ALTO againe A small reinforced
unit, similar to the one used on the 15th of April was organized
and sont out on the morning of 1 Mays This force met with disaster.
The enomy had placec AT end AP mines in the road and with a little
AT fire succecded in stopping the attackers before they roached the

towne Many reasons were given for the failurce Some are as followss

eeeeThe tank platcon leader placed tco much rcliance on his
radio and too much time trying to repair it...There was not
time for ccmplete reconnaissance.....It would have been wise
to have employed a tank platoon and infantry company that had
previously trained or fought togetherweseThe attack was a ree
peat performance of a previous once.eeeOnly a stupid enemy
could be cought twiceessesInfantry must cooperatc better in
aiding tanks with minese.eesTanks can explode AP mines for

the infantry, but not when the AP field is full of AT mines
t00eeesTanks, in a withdrawal, aren't much help to infantry
that insist on bunching and walking in double column on a 13
previously registercd road, as happened after CERRETO ALTO....

Aftor 1 May most of the tank units in the line were with-
drawn cr replaced with fresh units in preparation for the coming

breakthroughe The 8lst Ren Bn (=Co A) reverted to 1 U.Se Armd Div
control,14 The 191 Tank Bn was relieved by the 2d Bn, 1 Armd Regt

and returned to the rear areas for training.15 The 701 TD Bn rotate

ed units in the indirect firing positions so that repairs could be

made,l6 The 751 Tank Bn was relieved by the 3d Battalion, 13 Armd

Regt, and returnecd to the rear areas for training and reorganiza-
tion el
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During this period the Germans made no sericus attempts
against the beachhead. However, they did carry out many raiding
and reconnaissance missionss The defonders were kept on the alert
by these enemy actions and by continuous active patrolling and small
unit attackse As a result the defense was never in any danger of

being penetrated,
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CHAPTER VI
PREPARATIONS FCR THE BREAKTHROUGH

The roason for the Allied lancding at ANZIO was to cut the
supply lines of thelGermans fighting in SOUTHER ITALY. German op=
position prevonted the successful cutting of these linés of supplyl
by the initial thrust? For the next several months the Allies de=-
fended their position in the beachhead, while preparing for the
breakout which wns necessary in order fo aocmplish the original
mission, Thosc preparations took the form of retraining, resupply-
ing? reequipping, and reinforcing the troops within the beachhoads

By 22 May there were five German Divisions on the perimeters

(see Map No. 10). The 4th Prcht Div garrisoncd the costal sector

north of MOLETAe. The 65th Grenadior Division was astride the AL-

BANO ROADe The 3d Panzer Grenaedicr Division, reinforced by cne In-

fantry Regiment (Lehr), hcld the sector between the 65th and CARNO
CREEKe The Germans expected the Alliecd main effort to bc oxerted

over terrain held by the 34 Panzer., The 362nd Grenadicr Division

held the sector in front of CISTERNA. The 7158th Light Division,

roinforced by 1028th Panzer Gronadior Regiment and the 7th GAF Bat-

talion and the Italians held the Eastern flank, American Intelligense

estimoatcd that the Germon Armor on the porimotor amcunted to approx-

imately 220 tarks .t
This reorganization left tho German defenses much weeker than

the Allies had expecteds What actually huppeﬁed wns that all possible

14th Army reserve units were rushed south to moct the new Allicd driwve,
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launched by the Fifth and Eigth Armies on the 11-12 May. Among

these units were the 26th Panzer Division and the 29th Panzer Regi-

ment, plus two Battalions of the 8th Panzer Grenadier Regiment, all
veterans of ANZIO. This left no ready available reserves for the

already weakened front line unitse. The Herman Goering Panzer Dive

ision, now in the viecinity of LEGHORN, was the clecsest unit.

Thus on 23 May when the VI Corps launched it's attack they
found a much weakened enemy, as compared to what they had encounter-
od three months earliers The Allics had expected to find stubborn
anc determinoed opposition. Particularly, thoy oxpected costly count=-
orattacks by the 26th Panzer, from the dircetion of VELLETRI, to hit

thoir left flanke. However, as it later devoloped, the 26th Ponzer

had been sent South and was not available to the l4th German Army

for counterattack purposes. The Allies also found that the enemy
had expected them to attack up the ALBANO ROAD, and had left the
CISTERI'4 arca lightly held, Thus plan Buffalo did not meot the type
of resistance that it had been propared to cope withe After the
breakthrough actually occurred there was no large scale counterate-
tack by the Germans to attempt the restorati~n of their line.z

In spite of the one time shortage of Artillery ammunition,
tho volume of fire laid down by the Allies remained fairly ccnstant

through the operatione Tanks were substituted for Artillery with

good rosults. There was always a plentiful supply of tank emmunition
availables During this timc all tank crews were taught the techni-

que of tho Artillory method of fire support,

Following tho German attack of 29 February, the Allics also
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busiod themselves reorganizing‘and strengthening their positionse
They yielded a little ground in some places; and in other areas,
small scale attacks wefe launched to gain objectives which were
important to their defenses. IIn the main; however; the Allies_
busied themselves with revitalizing,i;eorganizing, resupplying,

and later stéckpiling for a resumption of the offensives It was
certainly evident by this time that to bresk out of the beachhead,
tanks wero necessary.i.Tanks couldn't roll over this flat low marsh
land, cut by drainage ditchos until the arrival of spring and of
dry wcather,

It was during this roorganizption and regrouping of troops
by the Allies in March that the British 56th Division, which had
been rushed intc the boachhead at ANZIO during the mcet critical
time, was roplaced by the British 5th Division. The 56th loft the
beachhead immediatelys The British Commendo units were also withe-
drawn fron the front. The 34th Guards Brigade, wns sent to NAPLES
to reorgenizc, and was replaced by the British 18th Brigadce Tho
British ls Division remaincd at ANZIO,

During March, April, and May, all units within the beachhead
carricd out extensive combined arms training programse This traine
ing was conducted in the rear areas near the beach and was under
direct observation of the enemy from hill positions overlooking the
beachheads Smoke screens wore used to ccnceal, or at least obscure
the detailed training that was going on.

Throe plans were completely rehoarsed under code names of
Grasshopper, Turtlc, and Buffalce (sce Map Nos 8), Of these three
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plans, plen Buffalo and Grasshopper were the two most likely to be
adopted. There had alreédyvbeen‘abortive attacks which were essential-
ly the same as the proposed plén Turtle,

This last plan was to be used only if the Germans beceme ccn-
fused as to Alliéd intentions and shifted their better troops to the
Southern portion of the beachhead, or even further south, to counter
the advance of the Fifth and Eigth Armies, Since it was not consid-
ered likely that the enemy would react in such a manner, plan Turtle
was never really considered a probability, The failure of previous
similar local attacks had indicated that the best German troops in
the area were astride the ALBANO ROAD,. They were placed to prevent
the Allies from breaking through and moving on to the prize object-
ive, ROME.

Plan Turtle used the shortest route to ROME but called for
slugging it out, over unfavorable terrain, and through the best de=
fenses of the enemy. The axis of advance was up the ALBANO ROAD

through THE FACTORY, CAMPOLECNE STATION, and CECCHINA to ALBANO

The execution of this plan would mean: 1. Hitting the enemy at his

strongest pointe. 2. Attacking over most disadvantageous terrain,
3¢ Breaching his most formidable obstacles. Even if ALBANO were

captured only one of the main supply routes to the south would be
cute To move from ALBANO to FINOCCHIO INN (situated at a road crosse-
ing on Highway 6) would have been another long, mountecinous route,
which would require considerable time, effort, and equipment,

Plan Grasshopper called for cutting Highway 7 in the zone

held by the German 715th Light Division, the weakest and most thinly

monned area of the perimeter, at the point where the highway erossed



the MUSSOLINE CANALe The objective of this attack was SEZZE. At
this point the attack would move in two directionse (tne force
would oapture FROSINONE, thus out Highway 6 which was one of the two
main supply routes to the southe The other spearhead would swing
south to TERRACINA with the objective of contacting the Fifth Army
which was attacking toward TERRACINA from the southe This plan en-
joyed the advantages cfs le Attacking the enemy at his weakest
pointe 2. Launching the attack over rather flat terrain initially.
3e Cutting one of the main supply routes to the south quicklye
There wore three disadvantages to the plane After cutting Highway
7, the road conter of SEZZE must be captured to prevent the Germons
from detouring the road block to the easts The fincl stages of this
operation would have to be carried out over rather rough terrain,
However, thé division of force to fight in two directions was prob-
ably the greatest wenkness of the plone

Plan Buffalo offered all the advantages of plan Grasshopper
plus offering the quickest possible means of cutting both main supply
routes tc the southe This plan offored the most advantageous ter-
rain available all the wey to the objoctives,

Essentially, plan Buffalo projocted a breakthrough on the
CISTERNA front toward CORI at the base of the COLLI LAZIALI mountain
range. The attack would continue through the VILLETRI GAP to VALe
MONTONE, to cut Highway 6, which was the main supply route of the
German l0th Armye The initial assunlt was to be launched through

the front held by the 34 U.S. Div, with the 1 Armd Div advancing on

the left, the 3 Ue.Ss Div in the conter (objective CISTERNA) and the



reinforced lst Special Scrvice Force on the rights On the left
flank the 45 UeSe Div was to penetrate beyond CARANO as far as the
CAMPOLEONE-CISTERNA railrcade The 36 U.S..Div was to be brought in
from the southern front to exploit the breakthroughs The British lst
and 5th Divisions, holding the Western end of the beachhead, were to
launch local attacks to deceive the enemy as to our main effort and
t» contain enemy forces that were opposing them. The British Dive
isions were detached from VI Corps and reverted to Fifth Army con=
trol on 22 May, the day before the attacke

Mojor General Lucian Ke Truscott, who had succeedcd Major
General Lucas as commander of the VI Corps, initiated his vigerous
training program to give valuable and necessary training in team-
work and the tochnique of teams of combined armse This training
nlso had an unproclaimed missicn of koeeping the troops busy, mentally
as well as physicallye This prevented a laps into complacency and
tho edoption of the defensive attitude, so dangerous to an offensive
operatione

The lst Bn of the Armd Div was located about five miles
northwest of ANZIO in the samo position they had cccupied from the
time of the initial landinge They had preparcd elaborate dugouts:
of a permanent type for protecticn from the harrassing German Artil-
lery firc. Life here was like garrison life any other place in our

army except that the installations were underground, including the

"Playhouse", an underground theatre, The assault guns of the Bate
talion were attached to the 68th FA Bn for the purpose of rein=-

forcing their fires during this periode The rcmainder of the
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Battalion started a training program in Mey, which stressed crew
training followed by training in the art of mutual support of the Tank,
Infantry, artillery team, Each of tﬁe line companies supported by
Assaulf Guns, Mortar and Reconnaissance Platoons of Battalion Head=
quarters ran a series of tactical exercises with Battalions of the 6
Armd Inf Regt and the 135 Inf Regt of the 34 UeSe. Div. These problems
stresscd the crcssing of streams and ditches. It was most important
to include this training in as much as the torrain in this part of
ITALY is covercd with a sobles of doep Yavines, irrigation end draine-
ago ditches and othor tank obstacles. In this training the infantrys
man was taught to recognize a tank obstacle and immediately make the
necessary arrengements to help the tanks cross the area.3

Each arm had a basic training period specific to its branch.
For the most part, the infantry, artillery, armor and engineers were
returned to the beach area for this traininge. Units were generally
rotated in units of regimental size thrcugh this training. Rather
early in the training phase, task organizations were formed and as=
sembled for menouvers together, as a team of combined armse For oxe
ample, after the 1 Armd Div had carried out tank exercises it was
combined with the 135 Inf Regt of the 34 UsS. Dive This Regiment had
been assigned tc the 1 Armd Div for the breakthroughe The 6 Armd Inf

Regt, which was organic to the 1 Armd Div, completud the Infentry
portion of this Armor-Infentry team. These combined arms teams
carried out rechearsals cf the three broakthrough plans. Elcments of
these teams learned to work with, and to understand each other in the
minutest of detail. The artillery and engineers were worked into the

team toward the ¢nd cf the training phase. The last detail of all



three plans were worked out and rehearsed by combat and supporting

t

unitse When time for the attack came, all fhat remained to be done
was to choose one of the three plans. (see:Map No. 11)

During this training phase the 1 Armd Engineeérs were busy de~
veloping and perfecting usages of a sectirn of steel bridges This
was to be propelled ahead of a tank, to aié in creeck end ditch cross=
ingse (sec plate Nc. 7) The Engincers were also working on a Grop-
nel, sort of a hook to clear the forward areas of barbed wire, to aid
the infantry tro-~ps in their advance. The“third device develcped,
end later used by one ccmbat command, was called 'The Snaket. It was
used against minc fields and built up arcas.

Allied tenks, in additicn to ecarrying out the combined arms
training as referred tc above, were also uscd as artillery., They
were shuttled from place to place, where fire support was needed by
troops holding Allied front lines. During this training perind, all
tankers wore taught artillery methcds of fire control and support.
They learned to elevate the tank tracks, on logs or on the banks of
the many dreinage ditches presont in the arca, to get the desired or
roquired tanges. This was to supplemcnt artillery fire, which at one
time was limited by shcrt supply of ammunition. During the latter days
of this training phase, artillory units dug new positions and dumped
emmunition on thems These newly ccnstructed positions werc to bc occu=-
pied, when the attack Jumped off, to furnish close support,

The main combat activities during this puriod consisted of

active patrolling on both sigess During the carlier days of May Allied

patrols increased scmewhat. HMore reconnaissanee flights wore launch-

ed to increase allied knowledge of enemy locations and of the terrain,
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These were very important activities; in as much as the attack to be

launched by the allles would take them into the more mbuntainous

and wooded areasé This was in contrast to the rather flat open ter-

rain over which they were operatinge

PHYSICAL PREPARATIONS FOR PLAN BUFFALO

After almost tnree menths of through training and planning,
while fighting a defensive war, theitime had arrived for a oommand de=
cision as to which of the trhee plans, so carefuliy rehearsed, should
be put intoc effects The Buffalo plan was adopted on & Maye. From
then on, secrocy was strcssed, and physieal preparaticns wore carried
out to offect this plane Preparaticns for Buffalo was t- be cerried
out in two phases. Phase one called for all leaders anc commanders
to be thoroughly familiar with all terrain over which their units %o
operate. This torrain study was tc extend down to the individual sol=-
dior within each small unit of squad size., General Harmon stated that
every platoon leader and company commander in the 1 Armd Div was af-
forded the opportunity to go up in an observation plane to get a look
at this torrain over which he was to cperates The second phase was
to be the actual physical preparaticns to implement the plan, which
wes to be executed in three distinct phases. The air reconnaissance

was follewed by what might prove to be the most thorcugh map and photo

study ever made by an Allied Armye. Sand tables were set up, reproduce
ing practically every fcld in thc ground as well as small pleces of
eommanding gr-und, Subordinate leaders were shown just where they were
to operate end what their objectives were, GSoldiers were not only en-

couragod, but required to follow the details as prcsented on these




terrain models. ALl this detailed planning was carried out, as the
commenders realized at a risk of loss of security. It wasdme in or-
der that every scldier might have an understanding of what was to
take place and what was expected of him at o given time. Plan Buffa-
lo was explained to every man of tho 1 Armd Div and attached troops,
long before the plan was adopted. |
Having adopted the plen, a certain number of additi-nal troops

were deemed necessary in order to give the beachhead forces the streng-
th required tc insure o decisive victory and to insure the collapse of
the enemy defensese. Among these troops were CCB which joined the 1
Armd Div in small increments between 26 April and 7 Maye This brought
the 1 Armd Div up to strength for the first time sincc long before the
lending at ANZIO. CCB was not brought into the beachhead initielly
because it was felt that CCA would accomplish the armored missicn at

ANZIOe In addition to this reascn CCB wos empleoyed at the time in
southern ITALYe. 4lsc there was not enocugh water transpertation avail=-
gble initially to support the operatiwns <f the entire armcred Dive
ision at ANZIOs Thus CCB was‘brought in only after it became evid=
ent that if tho stalemate in the beachhead was tc be brcken, more
armor must be brought into uscs 4s scon as the wet marshy terrain
dried out enough tc support the weight of thoe tanks they were brought
in.

The 36 UeS Div landed and moved in huge convoyse ~In four nights

time they had clesed east of NETTURNO, by morning of 22 Maye "This
breught the beachhead strength up to seven combat Divisions plus large

numbers of auxilliary and supporting units. Among these supporting
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units were several additicqal truck ccmpanies, for the most part
loaded with ammunitione Thesc trucks were not unloaded until the
attacking trcops used their basic loads and needed resupplyinge

As late as 15 May, General Clark had under consideration a
plan to shift twec Divisions of EI Corps (the 85th and 88th) by sea to
ANZIO, This was to be done after these divisions had fulfilled their
missions in the breakthrough in the southe They were tc have combin-
ed with VI Corps in the powerful drive out of the beachheads But
the pace of the advance in the south promised to collapse the German
costal defensos and permit a quick juncture between II and VI Corps
by lende Shipping was also still a very eritical itcm. This plan
was given up, and on 20 May General Clark directed II Corps to con=
tinuc its attack toward TERRACINA, situated at the Southern end of
the coastal plain that extended Northwestwarcd to the ANZIO beachhead.

.Since supply and numbers of troops are closely related, it
is nocdless to say that supply was a huge problem. Especially was
this true in anticipaticn of launching an attack cn the scale such
as Buffalc was destined tc bes Too, supply at ANZIO, was an excep-
tionnlly difficult problem due to shirtage of water shipping that
could be spared from other fronts for this operaticne In spito of
this, it was docided that forty days supply was to be gtockpiled bee
fore starting the operation. This was in addition to the ten days
supply normally retained through the entire operation.

In view of what has been saicd, it should be remembered that
if plan Buffalo was to be effective, proper timing was of utmost import-

oncée This plan was to be excuted only after the southern forces,
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consisting of the Fifth and Eighth Armies, had advanced to specific
locations on the terrain, Intricate timing was necessary in order

to launch the ANZIC attack after the Germans had deployed their re-

serves to meet the Allied southern advances. Thus we see plan
Buffalo, orginally scheduled to jump off on 21 May postponed for

24 hours, fcllowed by a second such postponement.4

FINAL PREPARATION FOR THE BREAKTHROUGH

In moking final preparations for the breakthrough, the two
extra days caused by the postponement of the attack, were utilized
to very good advantage by the VI Corps to ccmplete the many final
details. This enablod the Corps staff to effect almost perfect co-
ordinatione The attack jumped off exactly acccrding to plan at 0630
on 23 Maye

As plan Buffalo was set up it called for an operation carried
out in three distinct phases. (see Maps 12, 13 and 14) In the first
phase the 34 UeSe Div was to hold its line below CISTERNA and pre=-
pare gaps in the minefields through which the 1 Armd Div the 3 U.S
Div, and the lst Special Service Force would attacke

The second phasc called for the 36 U.Se Div to pass through

the 3 U.S. Div beyond CISTERNA and ccntinue the attack through CORI.
The 1 Armd Div was to swing north to gain the OB line and hold the

encmy north of this linc. (sece Map No 13) For phase two thc 3 UeS
Divisicn's objectives weres LA VILIA,CISTERNA, and that portion of

the X-=Y line just beyond these townse The lst Special Service Force
was to roach the X--Y line just east of Highway number 7 and hold

the enemy south and east of the MUSSOLINI CANAL until CISTERNA was
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captured, then advance to MOUNT ARRESTINA., These attacks were to cut

Highway 7 north and south of CISTERNA while the 3 U.Se Div took CIS-
TERNAe The 45 UsSe Div was to expand the left flank of the penetra-

ticn by pushing its line up CARANO CREEK to the railroad. The 45th

together with the British 1ls and 5th Divisicns were to patrol vigor-
ously, to prevent withdrawnl of reserves from the western portion of

the beachheade

The third phasc would at this time require the 3 U.S. and
36 UesS Divisions to continue the attack on ARTENA and VALMONTONE .
(see Map Noe. 14)

Tho detailed plans for Buffalo were distributed to commanders
and troops concerned, Thc field order contained infeormatiom in the
form of annoxes dealing with support by air, artillery, and tank op=
erations mutually supporting the infantry in the attack,

A groat number of deceptive mcasures wore resorted to in
order t~ prevent the enemy from dotormining Allied intentions or
suspecting that an attack was to be launched.

Boginning 13 May, the artillory of the VI Corps embarked n
a schedulc of firing intended to uncover cncmy defensive fires and
to mislcad the enemy as tc the time and placc of the attack, if in-
deed they suspected that thc Allics would attacke This schecule of
firing called for fiftecn minutes cut of each 24 hour perind to be
devoted to firing by all artillery units, suppoerted or reinforced by
tank and infantry weapons. During this short period each day, all
organizations fired comcentrations into German lines, and gun posi-
timns. Some of the first of thesc shocts did trick the enemy into

laying down his final defensive fires. From this premature use of
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these final defensive fires Allied observers were able to gain much
voluable information such as gun positions, streng points, and the
locations of areas swept by fire, as well as fr-nt line and support-
ing trocpse These barragés;orshoots woro changed each day as to
time and place at which delivereds From this, scme rather surpris-
ing informaticn was obtained. It was found that the enemy was most
alarmed if the shoot occured at night cr at dawne This indicated
that the best timec for the allies to attack would be either at night
cr very early in the morhing. Thus in making plans the Allles de-
cided cn an early morning attack.,

On 192 May, General Truseott, the Corps Commander, ordered
concentrations fircd far the attacke These concentrations were then
fired each night until the cttack jumped off. On the night of 19-20
May preliminary moves were carried cut, mostly by the Corps and Div-
isicn Artillery units. These units had prcviously prepared their
positions for moving forward to support tho attack, which was at this
time scheduled to jump on 21 laye

On this same night the 109th Engineer Battalion was busy con-
structing by passes end gapping the minc ficlds in frent of the 34
UeSe Div, which they wero supporting.

On the merning of the 20th the lst Battalicn of the 133 Inf
Regt made a successful surprise raid to scourv a bridgehead across

CISTERNA CREEK, providing a line of departure fir the lst Special
Service Force.
4s previcusly pointed cut, timing and cccrdination with the
attack f the Fifth anc Eighth Armies was of utmost importance.
Genernl Clark decided that Buffalo should be delayed becaus¢ the
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rapid advancc of Southern Allied Forces had not yet progressed suf=-
ficiontly forward, and also bocause the Germans as yet had not shift-
od their local roserves to meet this advance. He personally gave the
order to delay Buffnlo for 24 hourse. The following day another 24
hours delay was deemed necessarys,. Thus final plens wero set for the
attack to jump off at 0630 on 23 May following a 45 minute artillery
concentration,

With this additional amount of time available all movement
of supplies and troops oould be accomplished at nighte Thesc move=-
ments were well planned and carried out, with considerable difficulty,
and extremc care to avoid the loss of securitys. Secrecy must bec main-
tained anrd the road net must be efficiently utillizeds Perfect ccordi-
nation was essentiale This job was admirably handled by the VI Corps
Staffs Threce nights were uscd in gotting troops and supplies into
position; not one major traffic jam ocoured .o

Sinco we are discussing the movement of troops and supplies
forward into attack positions, lot us oxaminc the commendable job
donc by Armorcd units in this action..

Getting tanks forward into attack positions, without the cn-
emy suspecting onything, was the problem at hand. liany days prior
to the original time of the attack, this problem had beon onticipat-
ed and solved., Coinciding with the 15 minute daily shoot, which had
been carried on for mony days, tanks loaded up with ommunition and
thundered noisily up to the front and fired up their ammuniticn at
encmy front lines, installaetions, or just aimed and fircd In the

direction of the oncmye . The Germans socn decided this was o very
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foolish and wasteful Americon practice, so they developed the habit
of crawling into shelter and waiting for thc show to stope For many
mornings prisr to the attack, all tanks wore started and run until
their m-tors were thoroughly warm, then run tc and fro about the
beachhead, making no attempt to prevent noise, ' The Germans had learn-
od that the tanks stayed within Allied lines to do this missione Be-
- ginning around 18 May, the wet marshy ground having become dry cnough
that tanks could leave the rcads, many of thc tanks that joined in

on this run, pulled off int~ covered and concealed positicns near the
fromte. Thoy stopped, having expendcd no ammuniti-n and very little
gase Many of these tank crews did not leave their tanks for three

or four cays for fear of being obsorveds Each time the tanks rumbl=-
ed up for the "Fire Works Display" a few more would pull off and
hide and remain there awaiting the word tc attacke As a result of
the attack having been postponed, a greater part of the tank to be
cormitted initially were hidden in forward areas when the attack

was finally lounched, None of them hac boen discoverecd by the en~
emy even thcugh they held all the high ground with g ood obs.rvation
over the entire beachhead held by the Allios.l

Whilo the engineers cempleted the gapping of the minefields

below CISTERNA, which they had started cn the night «f 19-2 . Juy,

the British Divisicns launched an attack on the left flank to divert
the attonticn of the enemy from the CISTERNA arca. Elements of the
British 3d Brigade launchcd a small scalc attack at 2030 hours cn

22 May 'n the west of the ALBANO ROAD, which met with nerlirible

SucclCsSS e



The British 5th Division Artillery started an extcnsive pre=

paration at 0215 hours on 23 Mey on the lower MOLETTA RIVER. Two
hours later thc British 17th Brigade attacked. This a ttack was
supported by tanks after daylight and made limited gains. However
they were forced to withdfaw that night to the positions they had
left that morninge These attacks plus continuous vigorous patrol-
ling were part cof the deceptive plan. This deception paid divid=-
ends by preventing the enemy from shifting his local reserves to
the southeaste In addition to ticing down the reserves, these at-
tacks proved the scundness of plan Buffal-s These attacks confirmod
what the allies alroady suspected, that the stronpgest points slong
the German defensos were astride the ALBANO ROADe This timely ine
formation was of great value in the attack that was te follow later
that dayae’

Up to the time of the jump=-off the enemy suspected nothinge
According to captured documents, the German Intelligence‘had gecid=
cd that ANZIO wculd never amocunt to muche They considered it an
effort to divert their attention from other frontse Thus when the
attack came it was a c.mplete surprisc up to the time Allied troops
crossod the linc of doparture. The German artillery didn't attempt
to return our fire until after the jump offe.

The advance of thc Fifth and Eiphth Armies on the scuthern
front made the juncture of the ANZIO force with the scuthern Armies
inevitable several days prior tc the actual mecting,

This contact betweon IT Corps and the VI Corps wos accomplish-

€d at 0731 on 25 May at BORGO CRAPPA by Task Fcrce Brett. Contrary
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to the German High Command Intelligence, the, ANZIO attack was to be=

come the main nttack for the Allied Armies in ITALY, when on 23 May
on Army order plan Buffalo was put into motion, and the sceend phase

of the drive on Rome was under waye
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CHAPTER VII
THE BREAKTHROUGH

At 0545 on 23 May, & tremendous Allied artillery barrage was
directed against the enemy defenses along the CISTERNA front. Forty-
five minutes later U.S. tanks and infantry emerged from the emoke all
along the front, from CARANO to the MUSSOLINE CANAL, to launch the
assault, At first, the enemy resistance was stiff, and German mine
fields took a heavy toll of U.S. tanks and tank destroyers. How=
ever, before noon, the lst Special Bervice Force had out Highway No.
? below CISTERNA, and all units had reached their initial objectives.
(see Map No. 15) Bad weather curtailed the planned air support, but
before the day was over 722 missions had been flown. CISTERNA and
more distant objectives were heavily bombed. By evening, the 1 U.S.
" Armd Div had crossed the CISTERNA~-CAMPOLEONE railroad, and had smash-
ed the enemy main line of resistance.

The enemy estimated that, after the first day's attack, the

3624 Inf Div had lost 50 percent of its fighting power, and two

regiments of the 715th Inf Div had been bedly mauled. The Hoerman

Gnering Panzer Division rushed southward from Leghorn. The Germans

planned to detach combat units from I Prcht Corps, holding the

MOLETTA RIVER-ALBANO ROAD sector, to bolster the shattered forces

of LXXVI Panzer Corps on the CISTERNA front. This step was frus-

trated by the holding attacks of the British lst and Sth Divisions
and the attack on the left flank by the 45 U.S. Dive General Mack-

ensen realized his precarious position, but his request to withdraw
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his left flank to the base of the LEPINI MOUNTAINS was refused.

Rosuming the attack on 24 May, VI Corps troops drove f orward
beyond the railrond to cut Highway No. 7 above CISTERNA, and virt-
ually to encircle the city itself. On 25 May the German defenses to
the rear of CISTERNA crumbled, and CISTERNA itself fell to the troops
of the 3 U.S. Div, who collected nearly a thousand enemy prisonerse
By nightfall, the 3 U.S. Div and 1st Special Service Force units
were at the base of ﬁhe LEPINI MOUNTAINS before CORI. Meanwhile, 1
Ue.S. Armd Div Troops had reached a position halfway between CORI and
VELLETRI, thus facing the entrance of the VELLETRI GAP, end its
roconnaissence units reached the outskirts of ARTENA, only three
miles from the goal of VALMONTONE and Highway No. 6. Although ARTENA
was captured on the following day, VI Corps advance then came $0 a
temporary halt.

VI Corps' highly successful offensive out of the ANZIO BEACH-
HEAD was never the less costly both in men and materiale. In the
first five days of the attack, combat casualties excoeded 4,000,
They were almost twice as heavy as during the five days of the big
German attack of 16=20 Februarye The 1 UeS. Armd Div and other
armored wnits supporting the infantry lost at least eighty-six tanks
and tonk destroyers in the first days' attack alone. Enemy losscs
were far heavier., No fizures are available for the number of enemy
troops that were killed ond wounded, but in the first five days of
the attack VI Corps captured 4,838 prisoners and destroyed or dam=-

aged more than 2,700 moror transports 318,

At this timc let us look at o blow by blow description of
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hod cut Highway No. 7. By 1300, CCA, with infantry had sccurcd its
entire objectives, During the aftcrnoon encmy artillery and tank fire
on CCA positions was intensca At 1620 8lst Ren Bn (-Co A) was order-
ed to push reconnaissance toward VELLETRI. By dark they had barely
progressed beyond the forward line of infantry, where they stopped
for the night. CCB continued the attack in their sector against ‘
slacking resistance. By dark, lst Bn 13 Armd Regt had seized the
combat commend objective.

At 2300, 6 Inf Reght had secured the CCB objective. 168 Inf
Regt (-3d Bn) and Co 109 Engr Bn were attached to the Division ab
1800, Under Division control, 168 Inf Rogk relicved 6 Inf Regt on
the objective during tho night. 6 Inf Regt organized and prepared to
continue the attacke

At 2300, CG 1 UeS. 4rmd Div issucd FO No. 12 for continuing
the advance 25 May to secure thc Division third objective.

The day's attack was extremely succcssfuls Not only were
the Division objectives secured, but CISTERNA was cut off and CORI
ovacuated, 850 PW's wcre taken and an unknown amount of material
destroyed.

Ou the 25th at 0630, control of thc Division scctor passed
to CG 34 U;Sf Div, ond the attack begmn.

In the CCA sector, oencmy resistance and unsuitavle tank ter-
roin continucd. The cncmy counterattacked ropeatedly. By dark,
after having beaten off an excecdingly hoavy counterattack, the line
was still 2,000 yards short of the objectives

In the CCB sector, rcsistance was slight and the terrain
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‘ suiteble for tank actions The attack, made primarily with tanks,
progressed favorublye Having seized their objective and cut the
CORI-VELLETRI ROAD at 1300, CCB was ordered to halt and secure the
position. The infentry, advencing on foot, had secured the line by
darke. At 1800 Co A, 8lst Rch Bn advanced with almost no opposition
and cut the GIULIANELLO-VELLETRI ROAD. '

- Around dark, orders were received from CG VI Corps detach-
ing a task force (Task Force Howze), to the 3 U.S. Div to continue
the attack on ARTENA, and shifting the Division attack along the
axis of Highway No., 7 to seize VELLETRI. Plans to shift the dir-
ection of advance were put into effect at once, and FO No. 13 was
issued for resuming the attack on 26 May.

‘ In the CCB sector the day's activity had been very success=~
ful and indicative that the enemy was withdrawing as repidly as
possible. General Harmon stated that it was a definite mistake not
to continue to press along the CISTERNA-VALMONTONE axis. In the CCA
gcctor, the attack brought out that we were running into a new de-
fensive line in a sector dofinitely unsuited for armor, Our own

casualties in persomel were exceedingly light, although 17 tanks

woere destroyed or damaged by enemy action. Known casualties in-
flicted on the enemy were lighter than in thc previous 2 dey's fight=-
ing.

On 26 May the chan e in direction of the Corps main c¢ffort
involved considcrable shifting of troopse. By 1000 all Division
elements were in position for the attack which was ordered by CG

. VI Corps to jump off at.1ll0Ces The attack started at 11004 Progress

96




in both CCA and CCB sectors was impeded as it had been the previous
day in the CCA sectore. The main enemy resi;tance was concentrated
along Highway Nos 7. The Ren Co 3 Armd Regt Co D 13 Armd Regt moved
around the right flanﬁ of CCB to cut the VELLETRI-ARTENA ROAD. They
met no resistance until within 1500 yards of their objective; There
they were stopped entirely by enemy minefields and guns. By dark
our lines were still 2000 yards south of VELLETRI.

Plans were put into effect at dark for the 36 U.S. Div to
relieve the Division and for it to reassemble behind the lines. By
midnight this reassembly had started.

The day's attack partially developed a new enemy defensive
line running generally NE--SW through VELLETRI and proved that the
sector was poorly chosecn for an armored attack. Despite difficulties
of terrain and enemy position, the attack had netted 300 FW's, 2--8
guns captured and one Mk V tank destroyed. The Allies lost 8--M-4
end 10--M-5 tenks and only about 30 men.

By noon 27 May, all Division elemcnts (less Task Force Howze
detached) were regrouped in assembly arcas where badly necded main-
tenance was made +2

CO A 1ST BN 18T ARMD REGT T0 27 MAY

At 0630 hours columns of medium tanks bogan moving toward
the line of departure followed by what seemed to be countloss numbers
of infantrymen moving over the ground like swarms of antse They in
turn were followed by lisht tanks. The first anc second platoons

were in assault, and the third platoon in reserve,

By the time the line of departure had been reeched, the entire
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area behind was nothing but an immense cloud of pewder smcke from
the hundreds of artillcry pieceg. To the front the ¥isibility was
less than 600 yards duc to the smoke and dust raiscd by thousends
and thousands of bursting artillery and mortar shells, and thé bombs
rained down by our air forces. One cannot help but feel that Jerry
must have shuddered in his boots and thought that all of hades had
been turned loosec upon him.

Prior to the attack the biggest initial worry was German
mine fieldss However, thc Allied "secret weacpon", the snake, did
a menificant job of blowing a path 200 yards long and 15 yards wide
through thems The first and second platoons closely supported the
infantry during the entire day, going immecdiately to their assist-
ance upon call, to wipe out MG and mortar positions dangerous to
the Infantrye. On at least two oceasions, the Jerries made suicidal
attempts to knock out our tanks by running right up to them and
attempting to throw grenades in the open turrets. Tanks command-
ed by Sgt. Alph J. Steel, Louisville, Kentucky and S/%gt. Micheal
Je Swartz, Scranton, Pa., both of the first platoon, were tarets
for the fanatical Nazis, but easily dispatched them by machinc gun
firce On anothor occasion S/Sgt Thomas Ce Simpson, Louisville, Ky.,
had to run right up to an enemy dugout and throw in an incendiary
grenade in order to dislodge the occupants,

At about 1000 hours, Lt. Rothwell's tank run into a hither-
to unknown enemy minefield, hitting two tellar mincs and blowing off
both trackss He immediately jumped out of it and got into another

on¢ in the platoon and continued on his mission. The T=2 was



. immediately sent up to retrieve the disabled tank, but in the pro-
oess of pulling it out of the minefield it struck four more Tgllar
mines completely destroying and burning it, No member of the crew
was Injurecde. The first objective of the attack was the railroad
line running generally parallcl with Highway Noe 7 from NW to SE,
and the high ground ebout a thousand yards beyond it. This was
secured about 1800 hours, and the consolidation of the position was
boegun immediately, The third platoon was ordered to tow up 57-mm
anti-tank guns beclonging to the infantry, and the order was carried
out immediatelye. After that the 3d plat rojoined the company and
went into a tactical bivouac for fhe nigthe

Cn the sccond day, 24 May, orders were received to push off

‘ again, this time for thc purpose of cutting Highway No. 7 sbout two
miles northwest of CISTERNA DI LITTORIAe The lst Plat was ordered
in reserve and the 2d and 33 in assault. When the action started the

infantry began cnlling for help to eliminatec cnemy machine gun nests.

S/égt Skags and Sgbt. T;inidad Ve Hernandcz of the 3d Plat were right
at thc job and took care of them at oncee. No other oppositicn was
encountered for about five hundred yards. Then suddenly an encmy
selfe-propelled 88 or 75-mm gun, cloverly camouflaged in the many
orchards and vineyards in the rolling country, cpened up and knocke
ed out one of the leading medium tankse. The disposition of thes SP
gun was clearly a job for the infantry. They realized this also

and they went adead quickly, quietly, and efficiently. They out=-
flanked it in o way all the authors of the pertinent FM's would be

. proud of, and knocked it out with bazookas and grenudes.'
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After that,, however, it was difficult to get the medium
tanks and ‘tank destroycrs to push out aheands Therefore the 24 and
3d Plat's took it upon themselves to do sé. Realizing that there
hod been only the one 88 left there as a one gun delaying force,
they bypassed tho big boys. Later, after knocking out a fow MG
nests and snipers they were soon looking down on the famous High-
woy Nos 7e All this had been accomplished by 1030 hours, and ovide
ently much sooner than even our own artillery expocted, Bocausc as
the 3d Plat looked down on Highway Noe 7 it was still being pasted
with dozens of rounds. Then the unoxpected happencd. For some
unaccountable reason they cut their range four hundred yards and
started laying them right in the third platoon's lape. Frantic
calls over the radio failed to stcp them, and to top cverything off,
the medium tanks startcd blasting éhe house¢ a hundred yards to their
rears About that time, just as suddenly as before, the artillory
shifted back to the road and then stoppeds The mediums and the TBs
finally poked‘thuir hoads over the crest of the hill, and seeing that
they way was clear, rushed down tc cross Highway Nos T

It took scme time to get things organized again, consolidate
the ground, and move up more tanks, AT guns and infantrye. Thus it
was 1600 hours beforc they pushed off dgain. Crossing Highway Noe 7,
they pushed northwest, parallell to the roads Thore was very little
opposition encountered and the attack progressed rapidlye. However,
things were halted about 1900 hours and orders were rcceeived to draw
back to the viecinity of the rnilrcad to launch en attack in another

direction the fcllowing morninge
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On the morning of 25 May the assault was continued. This
time, working in a northwosterly direction up VIA APPIA, plans were
to attack with e light tank battalicn, supported by tank destroyers
and infantrye Co B of ths 1 Armd Regt in the lead, followed by the
lst and 3d Plat's of Co A; Almost at the start the Jerries threw in
terrific concentrations of air bursts which fortunately were shorte
The attack had not gone more than two thousand yards when Co B's
lead tank was knocked out by a German Mk V 'Panther! tank, Co A
was ordered to bypass Co B and try to outflank the German tanks,
estimated by friendly infantry to be three,

However, due tc the intensec enemy artillery falling in that
orea, it was impossible to go arcund the left flank. The 3d Plat
leader pullcd his tank up bchind a house and attempted to fire thro-
ugh a hole in the cormer, However, the muzzle blast raised sc much
dust that it gave away his position and he had to withdrawe He then
attempted to dircet artillery fire on the position but due tc faulty
communicaticns he was unable to dc sos -The situation became stalc-
moted until an artillery forward observer could be brought upe Due
to a misunderstanding in fire orders the fricndly artillery fell on
the 3d Plat instead of on the Germanse. Again a stalemate was in
effect until things could again be reorganizod. An organized artil-
lery plan was set up with Co B in the assault and Co A with dircet
ccmmunication to the artillery supporting unite Co B moved into the
attack with every gun blazing closely followed by the infantry and
Co Ae Friendly artillery fire was falling 30C yards in front of the

lend tankse. Co's A and B had run into the German artillery line,
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In spite of cur own intense artillery barrage they laid direct fire
upon us including 120's anc 88'se When our own artillery was called
upon to 1lift their fire 300 yards they did so for five minutes then
started dropping them all over the place. During this action T/4
Choster Lunieski cf Minneapclis, Minnescta had a German bagooka gun=-
ner run from o dugout and fire point blank at his tenk., For some
reason he misseds Then T/4 Lunieski graobbed o grenade, dismounted
frim his tank, ran to the dugout, and hurled it in thus eliminating
the resistance in that area. Due to the friendly artillery and the
direct firc from the onemy Co B was forced to withdraw and the lst
and 3@ Plat's of Co A were ordered to cover the withdrawal. When

Co B had completely withdrawn the lst Plat and thrce tanks from the
3d Plat then attempted to knoek out 2 MG nests that were preventing
the evacuation of a badly wounded infantry officer and enlisted mane.
At this time the engines, 'little joe!, battery, and radio of the

3d Plat leunder's tank went derd, and he ordered it abandcned and
burnec. The last remaining tank covercd them while they assisted
in the ovacuation of the two wounded infantrymen.

This tank also withdrew ot that timc¢, The entirc company
then went into a tactical bivouac at approximately the line of
departure,

During this action the Battalion Executive Officer was
wounded anc Capt. Gerald M. Daily was appointed Executive, Lst.
Wayne Be Yale took command of Co A and 2d Lte Edwarc Je. Bock,
Denver, Colorado took command of the 2d Plat,

CCA's sccetor of the attack was betwoen VIA APPIA and



Highway Noo 7 in the direction of VELLETRI. The usual method of
attack was‘to be,uspd; medium tenks out in front followed by light
tanks and infantry. Co A's.right boundary was Highway Nos 7e The
attack progressed rapidly with little opposition for about two thou=
sand yards. At this point the lights again bypassed the mediums

and proceeded up the route of advancee S/bgt. Micheal Swartz had to
get on Highway Nos 7 to bypass a deep waddie. Just as he had crossed
the bridge over the waddi he was fired upon by an AT gun approximates
ly 500 yds. to his direct fronte Heo told his driver to back upe
Somehow his driver backed off a twelve foot benk, turned a complete
flip, and landed on his tracks still backing up. During this time
the rest of the lst Plat pulled back froem the road end tried to get
around the waddi tc the lefte The 2¢ Plat succeeded in meking a
erossing in that sector and was followed across by the lst Plate

The 3d Plat pulled up to a ridge immediately overlooking the bridge.
Some medium tanks then orcssed in the wake of the lst and 2d Plats
ond after an artillery observer hed brought firc on the AT gun all
units again began to advance. 1lst and 2d Plats advanced across
country end the 3d Plat pulled cut on the road, orossed the bridge
and joined the other tw: platoonse. Vorking immediately behind the
infentry thru scme vineyards the 1lst and 2d Plats helped tc clean
out local snipers and MG nests, ancd established a line for the

night ebout 2 miles scuth of VELLETRI, At 12 ofclock that night

Co A received word that it had been relieved and returned to a
bhivouac area in the wvicinity of CAMPO MORTO for necessary maint-

3
enance and rest,



. CO B 1ST BN 1ST ARMD REGT TO 27 MAY
On Tuecsday, 23 May the company moved at 9835 hours from the
pine woods to an assembly area just west of COMPOMORTO. They were
held in Division reserve anc maintained contact with Headquarters,
13 Armd Regt, from which unit they received their orderss The

company was not committed and remained at this location for the

entire daye. This area under enemy observaticne

On Wednesday, 24 May the company remained in Division ree

serve in the same area as on the preceeding cayes At 1600 hours

they moved to a new assembly area, two miles northwest of CAMPO

MORTO anc stayed there the rest of the daye

Co B was released from Division reserve on Thursdey, 25 May

. and placed under control of the lst Bn 1 Armd Regt as of 0030 hours.

They moved at 0100 hours t~ an assembly area on mile and half due

west cf FOUNTANIL arriving there at 0500 hours. Ammuniti-n was

carriec on tanks for the supporting infantry and was drcpped in

this arca. The ccmpany jumped off in the attack due north at

0800 hours with one company 2d Bn, 6 Inf Regt, supporting; Upcn

roaching the first Phase Line heavy enemy mortar anc artillery

fire was receiveds Onc artillery shell scir¢d a direct hit on the

turrett of Lte. Branyon's tank, knocking it ocut of actirn.

At 1100 hours the reserve platoon was committed. Four tanks
which had been bogged down were reccvered and placed back in action
shortly after 1200 hours. The ccmpany held their ground end re=-
organized into two platocns because of the lesses sustained. The

. attack was continued frcm 1530 hours until darkness and antietank
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guns and snipers were put cut of action by the company. Captain
Frank Ae Rudin's tank destroyed a German Mark V Tanke Three of the
company's tonks were put out of action when they ren unsuspeotingly
into a deep ditche Total lossos for the day were soven tankse

S/sgt Ruful L, Patterscn, and T/4 Fisher F, Curry, were kille
ed at 1700 hours when an enemy 88=mm shell passed through the turret
of S/Sgt Patterson's tanke The company's maintenance worked the ene
tire night recoveringlthe seven light tanks and the T-2 belonging to
the battalion which had mired during the days actione, The company
bivouacked at the asscmbly area used in the morninge

On Friday, 26 May the company with a total of eight tanks in
operation waes placed in CCA reserve and moved at 0830 hours to an
assembly area cne third of a milc west of FOUTANILE, which is on
Highway Noe 7. It romained there the rest of the day.4

€0 C 1ST BN 1ST ARMD REGT TO 27 MAY

Orgenization moved in administrative march from bivouac
area 6 miles north of ANZIO, into tactical assembly area in the
vicinity of CAMPO MORTO at 0100 hours. Cperaticn "Buffalo" comm-
enced at 0630 hourse The company moved to forward assombly area at
'H' minus 30 to support the lst Bn, 135 Inf Regt which in turn was
preceeced by Co H, 1 Armd Regte This company deplcyed with the 3d
Plat under Lt. Schoberth, supporting Co 4, 135 Inf Regt, with the
left flank on FOSSO DEL BOVEe The 24 Plat, under Lt. Bonawitz,
supported Co B, 135 Inf Regt with the right flank on BOVE. The
lst Plat, under Lt. Tierney, supported Co C, 135 Inf Regt echelon=-

ed to the left with the left flank on FOSSO DEL CARANA. Friendly

105




forces on the flanks were the 2d Bn, 135 Inf Régt with attached
elements on the right, and elements of the 45 UsSs Div on the left.
Artillety prepafatioﬂ fires, including dive bombing attack and do=
tonation of snakes we?e from H minus 45 to H hourd

At H hour, the attack moved forward with visibility approxi-
mately 150 yards dwe to dust and smoke of the artillery proparations
A light rain began to fall clearing the air considerably by the time
the first phase line was reacheds Enemy artillery firoc was very
1ight up to this time, In attacking known enemy strong point on the
first phase line, the medium tank platoon supporting Co B, 135 Inf
Regt lost four tanks in a friendly mine fields The fifth‘medium
tank evacuated the wounded and dismounted mene Lt Bonawitz and Sgbt.
Walton, section leader, seeing that the medium tanks had missed the
mine field gaps, quickly moved through the prepared geps to within
40 yards of the enemy's strong point end placéd 37-mm and MG fire
thereons The infentry quickly took advantage of the situation and
with grenaces and bayonets cleared the position in a very short
time taking from 15 to 20 priscnerse. Meanwhile, Lt Austin, Co D,
16th Engr Bn, with the aic of his Sgt., gepped an enemy mine field
which lay immediately in rear of the above mentioned strong pointe
The gapping of the minefield by Lt. Austin was a magnificent job
performed under shell fire which had grown quite heavy by this
time that would be lost if the lst Plat should have to wait for
the field to be gapped in its scetor, Lt Ticrney was ordered to

move through the prepared gap, scing left and wait for his Infantry

company to join hime Thus the light tanks preceeded the medium
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tanks toward the first objective, with plans to allow the mecdiums
to pass through if hoavy resistance was met.

The attack then procecded with all elements abreast, meet-
ing only light resistance except for increasing artillery fire, At
a point 400 yards short of the railroad the medium tenks passed
through the lights since heavy resistance was expected along the
railroad and heavier firecpower would be neededs A secticn of med=-
jums then crossed the railroad track without incident and were
immediately followed by the lst anc 2d Platse. This force attacked
a large orchard=vineyard 400 yards north of the railroad at the re-
quest of the Infantry Commance Alded by the fire from the two med-
ium tanks, the target area, including a number of buildings, was
thoroughly covered by 75emm, 37-mm, and 30 cal fire., At the ccn=
clusion of this firing thirty-nine priscners walked out to the tanks
under cover of a white flage The dose was ordered to be administere
ed a second and third time, resulting, respectively, in fourteen
ond eizht prisoners. The infantry then moved in to mop upe Al=
together, 150 prisoncrs were taken from this positicne By this
timo the first positiun was taken and cmsolidation operaticns
were begune Sniper anc artillery firc c.ntinucd to be heavy in the
arece 8gte Walbon was killed by a snipcrts bullet anc Lt. Tierney
received a severe wound in his hand, Lt Markeim tcok command of
the lst Plate

The 3d Plat under Lt. Schoberth, had in the meantime fared
much the same as the lst and 2d Plats, except that they had re=

ceived considerable anti-tank fire. Sgt. Dahlen's tank was &
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completely destroyed when 4% struck an cnemy mine, Or mines. Pvt,

Hmolo was killod anc ‘the romaindéde S/Sgt. Buttars was also seveyo-
ly wounded by artillery firos Lt. Henley, who volunteered to take
the company maintensnce tank to replaco the lost tank, engaged in
a fire fight with a Gorman Merk VI Tank. Lt. Henleu's tank was
hit by the Mark VI and burncds The crew oscaped without injurye

On 24 May, the 3@ Plat was attached to the 2d Bnm, 135 Inf
Regt in a defensivc positions At dawn of this cay an attack was
lounched to takc the sce.nd objectives They succoeded in toking
this objective in an hour and a half, mecting small arms, artillery,

and bazoska fire. Taking the objoctive was comparativoly oasye

Holding it was anocher mattore Timo after timc throughout tho day
the onemy countormsttackod heavily, supporting his Infantry with
heavy tanks end solf=propolled gunse Lt. Cole Phalan, Bn commander,
placed all tanks in the area under one control, and in defensive posi-
tion on line with the Infantry. The density of the shrubbery made
control vory difficult, end radio chenncls were so jammed it was
virtually impossible to secure artillery supporte Six tenks were
viithout gasoline, since they had becen unable to withdraw and re-
fuel the night before. Although ir seemed that little progress
was macde .and results were of a rather intangibie nature. It was
at this point that well defined anc conercte plons seemed %0 scry
of peter out. |

~During the ai;.tack on 25 May, this company was not committ-
ed until mid-af¥erncons By this time, due to the dense woods in

the zone, it was extremoly difficult to locate, or identify troops,




or vehicles in the arca. The platoons did a great deal of fire
ing with undetoermined rosultse The 3d Plat succeeded in hitting a
cloar area and was able to engage enemy infantry with good results,
taking a number of prisonerse At darkness the company remained in
position to support the 2d Bn, 135 Inf Regt, who passed through
and relieved elements of the 6 Armd Inf Regt;l

On 26 May, attached to 3d Bn, 135 Inf Regt, along with Co i,
1 Armd Regt an attack was made south of VELLEIRI, the asis of ad-
vance conter of triangle formed at junction of Highway No. 7 and
VIA APPTA. After a confuscd beginning, rcsistance was light, and
progress rapid, right up to the final objective, The force was
halted for three hours in opder that flank forces might catch upe
Capts Ruppert!s medium tangs had left little work to be donc by
either the light tanks or the Infantry. During thc night all of
the tenk forces were withdrawn to the old assembly ares near CANPO

MORTO for two days rest ancd maintenancoes

2ND BN OF 1ST ARMD REGT 23 = 27 MAY

.D day was 23 May, H hour 0830. The Bn less Co D moved to
forward assembly positi-n in the vicinity of CAMPO MORTO with the
missicn of protecting the left flank of CCA and to move into posi-
tions occupied by the 3d Bn, 1 Armd Regt as they displaced forwarde
Co E and F moved up south of the railroad, and had one platocn of
Co B, 7Olst TD Bn attacheds Co E was also assigned forward obe
sorvers from the 27th FA. Co E lost a tank in a friendly mine-

fialde A tank of Co D was dissabled by shell fire.
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Co D, attached to 3rd Bn, 135 Inf Regt to support the
attack on the second objectives Co E moved up on the right of
Co De Later, Co D was ordered té move east and get astride High-
way No. 7 going NW out of CISTERNA to prevent the c¢scape of the
garriscn therc. This was_accomplished and the company contributed
in teking 'somé 200 PWse Ron Co, 1 Armd Rogt was attached to the
battalion and were employed as flank protection on the righ§ flank
east of Highway Ncoe 7e

On 26 May the batteliocn was assigned to CCB and with the
2d Bn, 6 Armd Inf Reght attacked NW with Highway Noe 7 as the left
boundarye The tank anc infantry plan consisted of two companies
attacking aebroast and cnc in rcserve. H hour was 1100 hourss The
attock wont well as plammeds The companics halted 1000 yards short
of tho objective due to an orror in map readinge Co D accounted
for 200 of the encmy whe wore Eillcd owing to their fenatical re=-
sistancces Co E was ncver committ.d but was uscd tc mop up soveral
posckcts of resistancos At dark they rolioved Co De That night
tho divisicn loss this battalion was rolioved by clements of the
36 UsS Div and this © battalion was rclicvcd at dawn,

3RD BN CF 1ST ARND REGT 23 - 27 May

On 23 May the Battalirn reeeived orders and made final
preparatiocns for the alleout attack tc be launched at 23 0630 Maya
Thc battalion was to operatc as part of CCA and attachod to tho
135 Inf Rogb, 34 UeSe Div as o part of the initial assault. Tho
attack jumpcd off procisoly as plannod with considerable sucocsss

The cnemy in forward pesiticons woro ocmplotoly surpriscd and -
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ovorwhelmeds Attacking Co's H and I moved forward to tho first
day's objcetive rapidly, crossing tho CISTERNA=- ROME railroad bo-
twoon 1200 and 1400, ®bjoctives woro roachod and complotoly con-
solidated and at thc closo of thc period rocoived ordors to supe
port the attack of thc 3d Bn, 135 Inf Rogt to socuro high grounde -
All action was immensely successful, ocausing greet lossos to the
enemy and very slight losses to the Battalione

On 24 May the companies remeined in approximatély the
samc positions as at the close of the provicus pericd assisting
infantry in the expansicn, oonsolidaticn, and defense of positicnse
At appreximately 1530 Co G was ordered to move to the left flank of
CCA to assume defeansive positionse

On 25 May orders were received during the night to move
the Battalion (-Co G) with the 2& Bn, 6 Armd Inf Regt Co D, 16th
Engineers was attached in thc assembly area as CCA reserves. This
move was ccmpleted at 0615e Co G was in Division Reserve.

At approximately 1200 the 2d Bn, 6 Armd Inf Regt anc Co
H were ordered to roturn to the latter's old positicns and assist
in the defense against strong counterattacks then in prdngSSo

Co I was attached tc the 2d Bn, 135 Inf Regt to suppert
its attack. This attack was coordinated with an attack by the
lst Bns. 1 Armd Regt and the entire operation was commanded by
Lte Col. Coles The attack progressed slowly and succeedcd in halte-
ing a strong German counterattack which had begun in that sectore
Fighting emntinucd through out this period.

On 26 May Co I withdrew to night cefensive positions at




approximately 2000 to await orders. Co G peturned to Battalion

control at approximately 0730y The Battalion (=Co H) received
orders to support the 3d Bn, 135 Inf Regt in an attack west of
Highway Nos 7Te This attack jumpea off at 1100, Co I moving for=-
ward from positi~ns of the previous night and Co G moving on its
rights The attaock progressed slowlye Co Ge meeting still resist=
ance at the bridge. This resistance was.finally overcome by crosse
ing the stream about 13 miles southwest of the bridge and attack-
ing high ground commanding the bridge area from the flank and rear.

With the action ¢f thesec combined units, the beachhead was
ne longer a beachhead, than Allies hed broken through ond were now
on that famous march to ROME,.

On the eve.of the landing on 22 January 43, the Allied
High Command hacd hoped that the surprise assault behinc the
Germens, combined with a strong offensive in the south, would
collapse the enemys resistance along the Gustove Line and lead to
a rapid march on ROME,

Vhat had been envisi-ned as a brief cperation beceme an
isclated and bitter struggle to preserve a strategic foct hold far
behind the main enemy lincs Reinforeed, Allled Vi Corps was able
to hold the beachhead, and then to build up its forees to fulfill
its rcle in the spectacular spring cffensive. Operaticn SHINGLE
was crowned with final sucess; the grim defense cf the US and
British troops who held the ANZIO beachheacd lcd to a victory that
forecast the collapse of the German was machine. Armor played am

importent part in this victory.
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CHAPTER VIII
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
SUMMARY

The orisinalvplans of bringing Armor into the ANZIO Beach-
head were two fold. The first was to utilize it to strengthen the
assault force against the German countéraﬁtack to the south and
second to thrust forward to cut the enemy lines of communication if
the oppértunity should present itself,

With the rolling ashore of the 75lst Tank Bn on 22 January
American troops and armor were to face new problems on their multiple
horizons. That of the scldier and armor in a sustained defense, A
defense that was to turn every foot of ground at ANZIO into enother
Stalingrad.

The unbelievable rapidity in the build up of the German
troops in the ANZIO aree was almost phenomenales This had not been
anticipated by the Allies.

Prior fighting in Italy hed demonstrated to the Fifth Army
that close cooperation and direct support by tanks and infantry would
be essential in the ANZIO operation. The training in close teemwork
of Armor with the 3d Infantry Div paid off when on 23 January the
751 Tenk Bn in support of the 1l5th Infantry drew its first blood.
This attack toward CISTERNA and the following attack by the lst Armd
Div up the ALBANO ROAD toward CAMPOLEONE gave the Allies the breath-

ing space required in the beachhead., In these two attacks it was

realized thot due to the condition of the terrain the tenk was drawn
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to the roads as if by a magnet and that any attempt at cross country
operation wes suicidal and useless,

With the tremendous build up of the German forces it was ob-
vious to the Allies that a major attack was imminent. Accordingly -
on 3 February orders were issued to defende With the thought of
the offensive in their minds the Allies prepared for their new role,
The American Armor assumed the role of a mobile striking rescrve and
of anti-tank support ready to back up any unit on the line in trouble
or need. From the first attack to the last mejor Germon offensive
of 19 February never once did the Armor fail to perform its mission
most notably and heroically.

During the period of the German all out drive of 16 = 20
February Armor was parcelled out by companies, platoons, and in
some instances, by individual tanks to satisfy the perpevual cries
of the infantry for tank support on the line,

Attempts to use armor in its intended role of mobility and
mass were again frustrated on 17 Februarye. This attack through the
FACTORY by the 1st Armd Div again brought to mind the futility of
fighting terrain and the necessity for preplanning and reconnais-
sance in an attack.

After the final failure of the enemy to brcak through the
beachhend line on 19 Februery he pulled his main forces back for
reorganization and resupplye During this time the role of Armor
remained basicly the same, however more emphasis had developed in
the use of tanks as mutually supporting anti-tank weapons and as a

close support weapon to accompeny the Infantry on raids, The tanks
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also doveloped and emergency role of self-propelled artillery and
were so utilized on many occasions with Field Artillery Battalions,

On 29 Februéry, leading with his heavy armor the enemy launche-
ed a new attack, Howevér'the use of the tanks in the front lines as
anti~tank weapons paid tremendous dividends. After repeated attempts
to penetrate the Allied lines the enemy withdrew and after a small
scale counterattack by the Allies a stalematc resulted until the
Allied brockthrough in Maye During this period aggressive patroll=-
ing supported by tanks was conducted, this and the anti-tank role
were typical. Tank units in reserve were utilized to supplement the
fires of the field artillery.

1 May marked the first sign of armor lecaving the front lines
inm .preparation for the breaekthrough of 23 Maye. This preparation in-
cluded the training in three plans of attack for the breakthrough.
All of these plans were carefully rehcarsed and developed by the 1st
Armd Dive Infinite pains were token in these plans for the attack
to gain surprisc and to deceive the enemy as to the time, place, and
nature of the attack.

On 23 May the attack was launched and complete surprise was
gaineds The lst Armd Div attacked from the positions it was occupy-
ing in the line toward the CISTERNA-CAMPOLEONE Railroad. By evcning
they had smashed the enemy main line of resistance. On 26 May the
1lst Armd Div wes haltcd as it stood poissd for the dash up the
VELLETRI GAP. Orders were changed and the lst Armd Div was with-
drawn. Preparations for the next mission of supporting the 45th

Div in their attack up the ALBEANO ROsD were begun. After bitter



. . fighting the road to ROME was open end enother page of history had

been written,
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LESSONS 4NL CONCLUSIONS

The realization by the allies after the laI;dihg at ANZIO
that no mobile offensive action can be accomplished without a strong
tactical base.resulted in the consolidation of gains and préparatian
for defense. The further realization that armor's greatest defense
1s its offensive éction. Here at ANZIO it was controlled and ine
fluenced by that treat master of both men and machines, terrain,
Tank operations are hampered and restricted by this obstacle, Fut-
lle attempts at ANZIO by both the enemy and the allies to disprove
this fact repeatedly resulted in an ever increasing number of tanks
lost due to the terrain,

During the defensive phase at ANZIO many lessons were learn-
ede Primary emong these was the fact that in this sustained defense
the tank played a dual rolc. The most formideble anti-tank weapbn
is the tank itself. Therofore some tank$ must be the holders on
the line with the infantry as anti-tank defense and direct support
assault weapons. The other role, for the bulk of the tank force,
is to be the 'hitters!'. The powerful concentrated rolling blow to

overwhelm and destroy the enemye~this was the lst Armd Div. However,

the necessity in the defense at ANZIO of developing 'holders! out

of armor resulted in many minor errors. Armored units accustomed
to command and support by their parent units suddenly found them=
selves under infantry oommanders and reduced to a supporting role

at ANZIOe .Individuals unfemiliar with the potentialities and limit-

ations of tanks ordered missions that were unsuited to armor. TMer:
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There close teamwork and cooperation were an absolute necessity ine-
dividual tanks found themselves supporting strange units. Communi-
cations were difficulf due tovthis lack of proper training and co=
ordination between the_infantry and tanﬁg. The defense and static
phase at ANZIO conclusively proved that in an emergency, when prop-
erly traincd and equipped, the tank could assume the role of in=
direct artillery batteries. When the tank and tankers were traine-
ed and orgenized and made organic to the Infantry Division they
became a very integral part of that division and the backbone of its
Anti~tenk defense.,

In the planning phase and final breakthrough by the Allies
at ANZIO certain viclations of armored tactics werc conspicously
obviouss Probebly the most flagrant of these was the use of the
lst Armd Div on an equal bases as in infantry divisione Its
occupancy on the line, shoulder to shoulder, with infantry dive
isions, its restriction by boundaries end by limited objectives in
the attack destroyed the power and mobility of armor. While the
lst Armd Div fought in the breakthrough to make its own penetra-
tionwun infantry division awaited in reserve to exploit any suc-
cess in the breakthrouzh.

Aftor reaching its limited objective on the lst day of the
attack the potemtial of the lst Armd Div as an exploiting forco was
lost when they were ordered to withdraw from the ares and prepare
for their next mission, another penetrations

The Allles' judicious defense at ANZIO was their found-

ation for victory. The present TO & E of the infantry division is a
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living testimonial that the tamnk at ANZ1O proved their power and

importanece in the defense.

At ANZIO errors in concepts and judgements existed but the
will of God, the grave errors of the enemy and the courage of our
soldiers prevailed, thus bringing the allies one step further to-

wards their final goal of victory.
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APPENDIX II
- TROOP LIST ALLIED VI CORPS
Headguarters and Headquarters Cdmpany
Antiaircraft Artillery: |

35th AAA Brigade, Hq & Hq Btry

68th Coast Arty Regt (AA)=(3d Bn)

106th AAA Automatic Wpns Bn (Sp)

216th AAA Gun Bn

4334, 45lst, and 536th AAA Automatic Wpns Bn.

102th AA Balloon Btry (Very Low Altitude) = (Detachment)
690th and 692d Mg Btrys (Airborne)

66734 Gun Operations Room Pl (Provisional)

Armored Forcet

lst Armd Div (-CCB) which joined between 26 April to 7 May

Hq & Hq Co

Service Co

1st Armd Div Trains, Hq & Hg Co

Meintenance Bn (=Co B) which joined betwcen 26 April to 7 May

Supply Bn (=Co B) which joined between 26 April to 7 May

47th Armd Medical Bn (=-Detachment, Bn Hq and Co B) which joined
between 26 April and 7 May

81 Armd Recon Bn

l6th Armd Eng Bn (=Cos A & B and 1 P1 Co E) Joined with CCB

lst Armd Div Arty, Hgqs 27th & 91st Armd Arty Bns (105-MM Hows )

6th Armd Inf Regt

1st Armd Regt

1418t Armd Sig Co (=-Detachment)

Hqs & Hqs Detachment, CCA

Attached to 1st Armored Division:

191st Tk Bn

434th AAA Automatic Wpns Bn (=Detachement, Bn Hgqs and 2 Btrys)
24 P1, 47th Qm Co (Graves Registration)

751st Tk Bn

Chemiceals

83d & 84th Chem Bns (Motorized)
24th Chem Co (Decontamination)
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Engineersy

® 36th & 39th Eng Combst Regts
661st Eng Topographie Co
Co B, 405th Eng Water Supply Bn

Field Artillery:

18th Field Arty Brigede, Hqs & Hqs Btry

35th Field Arty Gp, Hqs & Hqs Btry -~

16th Field Arty Observation Bn

lst Bn, 36th Field Arty Regt (155«MM Gun)

69th Armd Field Arty Bn (105-MM How)

lst Bn, 77th Field Arty Regt (155-MM How)

14lst Prcht Field Arty Bn' (=Btrys C & C) (75-MM Pack)
976 & 977th Field Arty Bn (155-MM GunY’

Infantry:
3d Division

Hgqs & Hgs Co

3d Div Band

3d Cav Recon Troop (Mechanized)

10th Eng Bn (=Cos 4,B, & C)

34 Div Arty, Hqs & Hgqs Btry
‘ 9th Field Arty Bn (155-MM How)

3d Medical Bn (=Cos 4, B, & C)

703d Ord Light Maint Co

3d Qm Co

3d Sig Co (-Detachments)

MP Platoon

7th Regtl Combat Teams

Tth Regt

10th Field Arty Bn (104-MM How)
Co A, 10th Eng Bn

Co A, 3d Med Bn

Detachment, 3d Sig Co

15th Regtl Combat Team:

15th Regt

39th Field Arty Bn (105-MM How)
Co B, 10th Eng Bn

Co B, 3d Med Bn

Detachment, 3d Sig Co
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30th Regtl Combat Teams

30th Regt

4lth Field Arty Bn (105 How)
Co C, 10th Eng Bn

Co C, 3d Med Bn

Detachment, 3d Sig Co

Attachment to 3d Division:

441st AAA Automatic Wpns Bn (S P)
601lst Tk Destroyer Bn
2d Pl, 48th Qm Co (Graves Rogistration)

45th Infantry Divisions

Hqs & Hgs Co

45th Div Band

45th Cav Recon Troop (Mechanized)
120th Eng Bn (=Cos A,B, & C)
45th Div Arty, Hqtrs & Hqtrs Btr
189th Field Arty Bn (=155-MM How
120th Med Bn (=Cos A, B, & C)
700th Ord Light Maint Co

45th Qm Co

45th 8ig Co (=Detachments)

MP Platoon

157th Regtl Combat Teams

1567th Regt

158th Field Arty Bn (105-MM How)
Co A, 120th Eng Bn

Co A, 120th Med Bn

Detachment, 45th Sig Co

179th Regtl Combat Teams

179th Regt

160th Field Arty Bn (-105-MM How)
Co,B, 120th Eng Bn

Co B, 120th Med Bn

Detachment, 45th Sig Co

180th Regtl Combat Teams

180th Regt

171st Fiold Arty Bn (105-MM How)
Co C4 120th Eng Bn

Co C, 120th Med Bm

Detachment, 45th Sig Co




Attached to 45th Divisions

3d P1l, 48th Qm Co (Graves Registration)
645th Tk Des%royer Bn

B04th Regtl Combat Teems
504th. Proht Regt " "
Co C, 307Tth Airborne Eng Bn b "
376th Proht Field Arty Bn (75-MM Pack How) " "
509th Proht Bn (=Co G) - 1left the beachhead 1 April

36th Div

n
"
"

n
”n
"

left the beach in March

"
1]
"

(Came into the beachhead and were in position by 22 May )

Hqtrs & Hqtrs Co

36th Cav Recon Troop (Mechanized)
111th Eng Bn (=Cos 4, B, & C)
36th Div Arty, Hqtrs & Hqtrs Btry
155th Field Arty Bn (155-MM How)
111th Med Bn (-Cos 4, B, & C)
736th Ord Light Maint Co

36th Qm Co

36th Sig Co (=Detachments)

MP Platoon

‘ 141 Regtl Combat Teams

14lst Regt

131st Field Arty Bn (105-MM How)
Co A, 1llth Eng Bn

Co A, 111lth Med Bn

Detachment, 36th -Sig Co

142d Regtl Combat Toams

1424 Regt

132d Field Arty Bn (105-MM How)
Co B, 1llth Eng Bn

Co B, 1llth Med Bn

Detachment, 36th Sig Co

1434 Regtl Combat Teams

!
| 143 Regt ,
| 133d Field Arty Bn (105-MM How)
: Co C, 111lth Eng Bn

Co C, 1llth Med Bn

Detachment, 36th Sig Co
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1st British Division:

Hqtrs 1lst Div

1st Div Royal Arty (RA)

2, 19 & 67th Field Regts RA (24-25 Pounders)
8lst AT Regt RA (36=57=MM Guns; 12-17 Pounders)
90 Light AA Regt RA (54-40-MM Guns)

24 Army Field Regt RA (24=105-MM How SP)

78th Field Regt RA (24=25 Pounders)

80th Medium RA (16«4.5 inch Guns)

1st Recon Regt (1 Bn)

24 Inf Brigade
6th Bn, Goreon Highlanders

1st Bn, Loyal Regt
2d Bn, North Staffordshire Regt

3d Inf Brigede

lst Bn, Duke of Wellington's Regt
2d Bn, Sherwood Foresters
lst Bn, King's Shropshire Light

24th Guards Brigade (replaced by 18th Brigade in March)

‘ lst Bn, Irish Guards
lst Bn, Scotts Guards
Sth Bn, Grenadier Guarcs

56th British (London) Inf Div
Left beachhead in March

Hqs 56th (London) Div
(replaced by Sth British Div)

56th Div Royal Arty

64, 56, & 113d Field Rggts RA (24-25 pounders)

67th AT Regt RA (36 57<MM Guns; 12-17 Pounders)

100th Light AA Rogt RA (54-40-MM Guns)

44th Recon Regt (1 Bn)

167th Inf Brigade

8th Bn, Royal Fusiliers
9th Bn, Royal Fusiliers
7th Bn, Oxfordshire end Buckinghamshire Light Inf

- . - . e -
. - e,
d e e . e

vii




188 Inf Brigede:

10th Bng Royal Bershires Regt
lst Bn, London Scotts

1st Bn, London Irish Rifles
lst Bn, London Irish Rifles
Medical

524 Med Bn

33d Field Hosp

549th Ambulence Co, Motor
Military Polices

206th M.P. Co
Co C, 504th MP Bn

Ordnances
56th Ord Bomb Disposal Squad (Separate)

Rangerss
left area in March

6615th Ranger Force, Hqtrs.& HQtrs Co (Provisional)
1st, 3d, & 4th Ranger Inf Bns

Signals

67th Sig Bn

Detachment, 5lst Sig Bn

Detachment B, 128th Sig Co (Radio Intersept) = Attached
Detachment E, 84Sth Sig Intelligence Service (from AFHQ)
Detaochment, 163d Sig Photo Co

lst Radio Repair Sect, 180th Sig Repair Co

Detachment, 229th 8ig Operation Co

Special Service Forces

lst S'S F

Hqters & Hqtrs Detachment
lst, 2d, 3d Regts

Serv Bn

l16th Finance Disbursing Sect

Tank Destroyers

701st & 894th T D Bns
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Transportations

Cos B & C, 53d Qun Trk Bn (Dukw)

In addition to above several other truck Cos were brought in
to beachhead ready loaded. They hauled the supplies direct to
posifions between the dates of 1lst and 21 May.
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ORDER @OF BATTLE OF GERM\N DIVISIONS

(never all present or available at

any one time during the campaign)

Fusilier or Panzer
Divisions Type Inf Regts Arty Regts Recon Bns Tk units iT Bns Fng Bns

1 Preht 1, 3, 4 1 - - 1 1

3 Pz Gren 8, 29 3 103 Ken 103 Bn 3 3

L Prcht 10, 11, 12 L - - L I

5 Mt 85, 100 95 85 Ren - 95 95

8 Mt 296, 297 1057 - - - 1057

15 Pz Gren 104, 115 33 115 Ken 115 Ren 33 33
16 SS-Pz Gren 35, 36 16 16 Ren 16 Bn: 16 16
26 Panzer 9, 67 93 26 Ren 26 Regt 51 93
29 Pz Gren 15, 71 29 129 Ren 129 Bn 29 29
L Inf 131, 132, 134 96 44 Fus - L6 80
65 Inf 145,146,147 165 65 Fus 1165 Br. 165 165
71 Inf 191,195,211 17 71 Fus - 171 171
S0 Pz Gren 200, 361 150 190 Fus 190 Bn 90 190
92 Inf 1059,1060 192 92 Fus - 192 192
9L Inf 267,274,276 194 94 Fus - 194 194
114 Jager 721, 741 661 114 Fus - 114 114
162 Inf 303,314, 329 236 236 Fus - 236 236
278 Inf 992,993,994 278 278 Fus - 278 278
205 Inf 576,577,578 305 305 Fus - 305 305
334 Inf 75L,755,756 334 334 Fus - 334 334
356 Inf 896,870,871 356 356 Fus - 356 356
362 Inf 954,955,956 362 362 Fus - 362 362
715 Inf 725,735,1028 671 715 Fus - 715 715

Hermann Panzer 1,2 Hermann 1 Hermann 1 Ren Herm. Goring -1H,G 1 H.G
Goring Goring Goring Regt

LAA Units




RS N I AR A

TR -

v

APPENDIX III

STATISTICS (1 US Armd .Div)+

PERSONNEL MISS-

MONTHY KILLED: WOUNDED: ING

Feb.
Mar.
Apr.
Maj

W eu W e e W0 W w

77
48

11

256,

495 51

132 5

162

% e b e O P W o
e 95 B 9% W % oo W

1276

MONTH¢

VEHICLES

DESTROYED

Feb.

Mar.

Apre

Mey

.l”””"“‘”"‘“““"“‘u“‘.l““““-““““‘

7 M«5 tanks
26 M=4 tanks
2 105s SP

6

3 inch BP

14 wheel vehicles

1

© ol

O R T N

half-track

75«mm SP
half«tracks
wheel wvehicles

M~5 tank

M~4 tanks

105 sp

tanke-recovery vehicles
scorpion tank
half«track

6=ton bridge truck
2i~ton truck

M~-5 tanks
M~-4 tanks
75~mm SP
105ts sSP
Armored cars
3=-inch SP
half-tracks
57 AT gun

23 trucks

xi

»Taken from After Action Reports
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APPENDIX Iv
THE 1ST ARMORED DIVISION

The lst Armd Div was organized at Ft Knox, 15 July 1940
as an experiment in a selfesupporting, permanent fighting unit
with tanks as a nucleus. It was the first such unit in the United
States Armye. Major Generael Bruce Re Magruder was the Division
Commander ¢

Two 1ight tenk regiments=the lst and l3theecame from the
7th Cavalry Brigade. The médium tank regiment, the 6Sth, was
formed from a cadre of the 67th Tank Regiment from Fort Benninge .
The 6th Infantry Regiment was lifted intact from Jefferson Bar=
racks, Missouri.

The 8lst Ren Bn was formed from cavalry troops drawn from
two posts. The 16th Armd Eng Bn took its personnel from the 47th
Eng Troop and its neme from an inactivated World War 1 unlts The
141st Sig Co was formerly the 47th Sig Trp. The 47th Med Bn was
formed from the 4th Med Trp stationed at Ft. Knoxe

The 68th Armd FA Bn wns formed from the 68th FA Regt,
and the 27th Armd FA Bn was foremed from the 19th and 21st FA Bns.
The 19th Ord and 13th QM Bns combined to form the division's maint-
enance Bn. '

When the organization was completed, the division had tanks,
artillery and infantry in strengthe In direct support were tank
destroyer, mainténance, medical, supply and engineer battalions.

But bringing the division up to its full quota of tanks,

xii




i }‘;.:

gums and vehicles was difficulte. Although new equipment was

' received almost daily, the division had ujntil March, 1941, only
nine ancient medium tanks, Principal armament of each of the
nine was a 37 millimeter gun. |

After a year of training at Ft. Knox, the Division left
in September of 1941 for three months manoeuvers in Louisianas
Back at Ft Knox after Pearl Harbor the Division was reorganized.
All the tanks were put in the lst and 13th Tank Regiments, a
third Armd FA Bn, the 91st, was formed and the 70lst TD Bﬂ we.s
organized and attached to the Division,

In March of 1942 the Division was on its way to the Ft.
Dix staging area, Major General Orlande Werd had relieved Gen=-

eral Magruder as Division Commanders

Training continucd after landing in Ireland until November

whon the Division embarked for Africa to participate in the African
landings and cempaign.

On 9 April 1943 General Ward was relieved as Division
Commender by Major Goneral Ernest N, Harmone

40,000 Nazi troops in the northeaet corner of Tunisia
surrendered unconditionally to the Commanding General of the lst
Armd Div at 1055 on 8 May 1943 and ten days later the Division
was enroute to French Morrocco for rest and more traininge

The Division arrived in Italy in mid-November and
Sivbuaced at Capua, about 30 miles north of Naplese Task Force
Allen was organized at the end of the year to take Mte Porchiae

This was accomplished by 9 January after which the Division was
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spiit temporarily. CCB stayed in the Porchia sector but CCA became

part of the ANZIO landing force.
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APPENDIX V

MAPS
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